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Senior Competitions Group  
Minutes of meeting 

 
 

held on Saturday 8th January 2011 
at Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham 

commencing at 12.00 noon 
 

 

Events Committee is asked to note: 
 
Item 6: Ranald Macdonald will feed SCG’s opinion into the Events Committee review 
process. 
 
Item 7: Ranald Macdonald will seek approval for the UK Masters Cup rules from Events 
Committee and then the Board. He will also ask Mike Hamilton to post them on the British 
Orienteering website. 

 
Item 8: Ranald Macdonald will inform the 2011 CompassSport Cup/Trophy final organisers 
that non-competitive runners should start first or last. 
 
Item 9b: Ranald Macdonald will discuss the relay survey with Mike Hamilton again so that 
it can move forward. 

 
 

 
1. Attendance, apologies and Chairman’s opening remarks 

Scott Collier SWOA 

Mike Cope Chairman, Fixtures Group 

Barry Elkington Chairman, Rules Group, WMOA 

Brian Hughes  WOA 

Ranald Macdonald  EMOA, Chairman 

Ursula Oxburgh  EAOA 

Dave Peel Events Manager 

Andy Robinson  SEOA 

Richard Sharp SCOA  

Patrick Smyth NEOA 

Apologies: 

Graeme Ackland  SOA 

Andrew Kelly YHOA  

Ed Nicholas Development Manager 

Dick Towler NWOA 

Philip Baxter NIOA 
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2. Declarations of Interest 
 The declarations of interest remain unchanged 
 

3. Notification of Any Other Business 
 Brian Hughes asked that the format of results display at Level B and C events be 

discussed. This would be covered in item 7. 
 

3. Minutes of Meeting of 10th July 2010 
These were accepted and the actions were reviewed: 

 Major Event Strategy –Dave Peel reported that progress had stalled because of 
higher priority work commitments but it would continue once the WOC 2015 bid 
had been submitted. 

 UK Masters Cup – this had progressed with considerable input from all group 
members and was being run in 2011 

 World Masters bid –Dave Peel reported that bidding for international events would 
be reviewed once the outcome of the WOC 2015 bid was known. In the meantime 
British Orienteering would not be bidding for any events. 

 Relays questionnaire - Ranald Macdonald had produced a draft set of questions 
which he had sent to Mike Hamilton, but other commitments meant that it had not 
progressed further. 

 
A brief discussion followed on the minutes which had only two actions. To be more 
effective the group needed to ensure that actions resulted from discussions. This would 
be considered in item 5 

 

5. Operation of SCG 
Ranald reported that he had done the majority of the group’s work and that he was 
keen that this responsibility was shared. A broad discussion followed about how the 
group functions. The key points were: 

 The right balance of email and meetings is a productive way of conducting business. 

 Meetings are a very  effective way of conducting business and are valued by the 
majority of the group members  

 Email should be used pre-meetings to conduct discussions so that meeting time can 
be used as efficiently as possible 

 Long email discussions can be hard to follow. 

 It is important that the circulation list of email discussions is correct. It was felt that 
all group members should always be included and they should delete emails if they 
were happy to follow the discussion via Ranald’s resume emails. It was noted that 
Laura Martin wished to only be included in emails which specifically required her to 
arrange meeting venues.   

 Barry Elkington reported that Rules Group gave ‘ownership’ of sets of rules to 
different group members who then take responsibility for them. This divided the 
work load very efficiently. 

 The group should consider the use of the staff resources that are available. 
 
ACTION: Ranald Macdonald concluded that he will ask for volunteers to take 
responsibility for items of group business 

 
The need for representatives to inform and seek the views of their associations was 
discussed. Group members reported their own experiences and it was concluded that 
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members should try to attend association meetings and raise the group’s business as 
agenda items when necessary. Effective communication between group members and 
those they represent was essential. 
 
ACTION: Association representatives to ensure they communicate with their 
associations to provide information and receive feedback. 

 

6. Terms of reference and Events Committee Review  
There was a long and wide ranging debate which quickly spread beyond the specific 
issue in question. The following points came out of the discussion: 

 Good communication between Events Committee and its Groups and the Board was 
essential for effective governance. 

 The group felt that it wasn’t receiving clear strategic direction from Events 
Committee and ultimately the Board. 

 Events Committee should focus on the needs of established orienteers with 
Development and Coaching Committees dealing with people new to the sport. 

 It was suggested that the various Committee Chairs – Events, Development, 
International, Coaching and Trail O – should meet as a group to consider overall 
strategy. 

 Concern was expressed that it appeared that there would be no external input into 
the review process. 

 The Group wanted all of its remit to be incorporated into the new ‘Events 
Committee‘ structure. 

 
ACTION: Ranald Macdonald would feed the Group’s opinion into the review process. 

 

7. UK Masters Cup 
The competition had generated considerable discussion and enthusiasm from the group. 
 
The rules had been reviewed by Barry Elkington and Dick Towler (both on Rules group). 
They felt that competitors needed to be given clear guidance on which course to enter 
to be competitive.  They also needed to be able to specify which UK Masters Cup class 
they wished to compete in when they were entering an event. 
 
It was felt that entering the correct class was the responsibility of the competitor and 
that this should be stated in the guidelines rather than the rules. 
 
The rules would need to be approved by Events Committee and the Board.  
 
ACTION: Ranald Macdonald will follow this up and also ask Mike Hamilton to post them 
on the British Orienteering website 
 
Post meeting note: Mike Forrest gave Events Committee approval of the rules and they 
were put to the Board for approval in a conference call on Tuesday January 11th and 
agreed 
 
Brian Hughes wanted all results to show the age class of competitors. This is desirable 
when classes are combined onto one course so that competitors can easily compare 
themselves with others in their UK Masters Cup age class. The group agreed that this 
would be appreciated by competitors. An email from Dick Towler reported his discussion 
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with Alan Hartley at SportIdent about the feasibility of achieving this and the likelihood 
that it would be a problem. 
 
ACTION: Scott Collier will contact all event organisers to ensure that their results would 
display a competitor’s UK Masters Cup 5 year age class and, ideally their position in the 
age class, (after their name) in combined age classes results. 
 
ACTION: Ranald Macdonald to confirm with Dick that we would like Alan Hartley to 
explore the issue of results presentation. 
 

The group agreed that there should be a review process for the competition and that 
this should be managed by a small group. Ursula Oxburgh, Richard Sharp, Patrick Smyth 
volunteered to be on this group and would report back to the main group in September. 
Feedback would be obtained via an email address which would be added to the UK 
Masters Cup results page and through feedback directly to the group members. 

 

ACTION: Ursula, Richard and Patrick to collate and evaluate feedback 

 

The group also agreed that a small group should be set up to produce a draft 
programme for the 2012 competition. Scott Collier and Patrick Smyth volunteered to do 
this with assistance from Mike Cope. The main British Orienteering events and the 
competitions principles would form the basis of the programme but offers to stage 
events would be requested from interested clubs so that all bids could be considered for 
2012. They would produce a draft programme by the end of April. This programme 
would then be reviewed in the light of the review group’s findings in September. 

 

ACTION: Scott and Patrick, with input from Mike, to start producing the draft 
programme for 2012. 

 

Looking further ahead it was felt to be desirable to establish a framework of dates which 
would form the basis of the competitions for Fixtures Group to fill. 

 

It was noted that the Competition Review had proposed a National League which would 
combine the UK Cup, the Future Champions Cup, and the UK Masters Cup. There were 
concerns expressed over this but the review and draft programme could be used to 
influence the new National League. 

 

8. CompassSport Cup/Trophy 
There was a broad discussion about both competitions but no consensus over any 
changes that were required. Concern was expressed over first rounds being scheduled 
for January but Mike Cope reported that from 2012 first rounds would be in mid 
February. 
 
It was noted that the competition was called the British Club Championship on the 
British Orienteering website.  Dave Peel gave a brief explanation that this had been done 
as it is a term which would be better understood by people not familiar with the sport 
and any potential future sponsors. As the event was still sponsored by CompassSport it 
would still be referred to as the CompassSport Cup and Trophy. 
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Concern had been raised over the effect that non-competitive runners have on the 
outcome of the competitions. The group agreed that any non-competitive runner should 
start first or last. 
 
ACTION: Ranald Macdonald will inform the 2011 final organisers that non-competitive 
runners should start first or last.  
 
Ranald informed the group that he had fed a specific start time allocation request to the 
2011 event organisers following representation from a member of OD. 
 
Mike Cope reported that to date there is no organiser for the 2013 final event. This was 
a matter for the Major Events Group to deal with as the final falls under their remit. 

 

9. Courses for Senior competitors 
a. Ursula Oxburgh presented a paper to the group which detailed her thoughts on the 

needs and shortfalls in the courses provided for those competitors desiring shorter 
courses.  
 
The paper was wide ranging and covered most domestic competitions. Some points 
which came out of the paper: 

 There is a desire from some competitors for shorter courses. 

 Shorter courses at sprint and middle competitions needed to reflect the 
characteristics of the discipline and deliver expected winning times. 

 
It was pointed out that course length ratios are averages and could not be expected to 
give consistent outcomes over differing physical terrain types. 
 
It was also pointed out that sprint race course lengths are heavily influenced by 
forbidden to cross features and that the actual running distance was the correct 
measure to use. 
 
ACTION: Ursula to revise the paper and circulate to SCG for email discussion and 
bringing to the next meeting. 
 

b. Relay competitions. 
There had been a long email discussion about the requirements of relays which Graeme 
Ackland had summarised in an email as: 

1/  JK and BRC to respect different aspirations of the sport, JK with inclusive relay 
classes,   BRC restrictive by age-class. 
2/  JK to have as few classes as possible (e.g. Men, women, junior).  BRC to have as 
many as needed to cover all age ranges. 
3/  Corollary to 2: JK classes to have very wide spread of course lengths to meet 
needs of all seniors. 

 
After the November 2010 Events Committee meeting SCG had been asked to look into 
the effects introducing an M/W70 class would have. Ranald would discuss the relay 
survey with Mike Hamilton again and possibly carry out surveys of Club Captains and at 
this year’s events. 
 
Post Meeting note: Graeme Ackland reminded us that in our email discussions there had 
been agreement that there was a general need for very short courses at the JK and BRC, 
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not just for the older competitors, in order to enable more teams to be put together 
including those who could not run longer courses. 

 

10. Rules  
Barry Elkington gave the group an update on status of the 4 Tier Event Structure, which 
generated a brief discussion. There was concern that, as far as was possible, Level B 
events should offer a range of courses to meet the needs of participants which, for 
smaller events, might mean leaving out Short Brown and Short Blue and combining Very 
Short Green and Short Green to provide a course for older competitors, rather than just 
omitting Black and Very Short Green. 

 

11. Any Other Business 
Andy Robinson commented that the Harvester had not been discussed. It was agreed to 
add it as an agenda item to the next meeting. 
 

12. Actions and reporting: 
Actions 

 Ranald Macdonald will feed the Group’s opinion on the Events Committee review 
into the review process. 

 Ranald Macdonald will seek approval for the UK Masters Cup rules from Events 
Committee and then the Board. He will also ask Mike Hamilton to post them on the 
British Orienteering website. 

 Ursula Oxburgh, Richard Sharp and Patrick Smyth to form review group to review 
the UK Masters Cup reporting to the main group in September 

 Scott Collier and Patrick Smyth with assistance form Mike Cope will produce a draft 
2012 UK Masters Cup programme by the end of April. It should be based on the 
main British Orienteering events and the competitions principles. They will also seek 
bids from clubs for events. 

 Ranald Macdonald will inform the 2011 CompassSport Cup/Trophy final organisers 
that non- competitive runners should start first or last.  

 Ranald Macdonald will discuss the relay survey with Mike Hamilton again so that it 
can move forward. 

 All Association Representatives to ensure that they communicate with their 
associations to provide information and receive feedback. 

 Scott Collier to contact organizers of events in the Masters Cup asking them to 
inform competitors that they should announce the colour coded-age class 
relationship in the pre-event details 

 
Events Committee and the Board are asked to note: 

 That the rules of the UK Masters Cup will be sent for approval 
 
 

13. Dates and Venue for next meeting 
 

Saturday 3rd September. Venue to be agreed nearer the time. 
 


