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Rules Group  
4th June 2011 

Minutes of meeting 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of 

Rules Group 
held on Saturday 4th June 2011 

at the Carrs Lane Church Centre, Carrs Lane, Birmingham. B4 7SX 
commencing at 12.30 p.m. 

 
Present:  
Barry Elkington (Chairman) WMOA 
Andrew Cordle EAOA 
Ernie Williams EMOA  
Paul Taylor NEOA  
Katy Stubbs SCOA 
David May WOA 
Charlie Adams YHOA 
Helen Errington (British Orienteering Events Manager) 
 
Apologies received from: 
Neil Crickmore SEOA 
Rob Hickling SOA 
Dick Towler NWOA 
Arthur Vince SWOA 
 
11/32 Welcome, Courtesies and Taking of Minutes: 
Barry Elkington welcomed and thanked all of those present for their attendance and Ernie 
Williams agreed to take the Minutes of the meeting. 
ACTION: EW 
 
11/33 Minutes of Rules Group meeting held on 29th January 2011: 
These were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
11/34 Actions: 
10/49: Timed and Punching Starts: 
Agenda Item 11/46 – Charlie Adams reported that at the recent 2011 British Championships 
half-minute interval starts were used successfully in exceptional circumstances. 
 
11/08 – previously Item 10/45: Making the Rules, Appendices & Guidelines file names 
more meaningful, and making them available as a single-click download or similar: 
Agenda Item 11/38 
 
11/09 Item 10/49: Feedback on four tier Event Structure and review of Level B Events: 
Agenda Item 11/39. 
 
11/10 Item 10/50: Preparation of an article summarising aspects of the new 2011 Rules 
for ‘FOCUS’ Magazine and consideration of what should be emphasised in the article: 
Barry Elkington reported that an article was in the February 2011 ‘FOCUS’. 
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11/14 Rules, Appendices and Guidelines Review: 
Agenda Item 11/38. 
 
11/15 Table of ownership of Rules related documents: 
Further discussion on this Table is awaiting the conclusion and implementation of current 
Governance Review. (See also Agenda Item 11/38) 
 
11/18 Event Guideline B course tables: 
Agenda Item 11/49. 
 
11/19 Course distances at Middle Distance Races for older competitors: 
Charlie Adams had reviewed the Course Table in Event Guideline C: Middle Distance Events 
and indicated that Short Green should have a ratio of 0.36.  
 
11/20 Timed starts and dealing with people turning up late: 
Agenda Item 11/46. 
 
11/23 Wording for eight teams in CSC qualification (from SCG): 
Barry Elkington reported that any revision of the CompassSport Cup and Trophy Competition 
Rules is in hand for the 2012 Competition. 
ACTION: BE and CompassSport Cup & Trophy Co-ordinator 
 
11/24 Start times for CSC (and YBT) Qualifiers and Finals (from SCG): 
Barry Elkington is to revise the wording re allocated start times at CompassSport Cup & 
Trophy Qualifying and Final Events together with the Yvette Baker Trophy Qualifying and 
Final Events before the respective 2011 Finals. 
ACTION: BE 
 
11/25 Updates to Junior Competition Rules (from JCG): 
Agenda Item 11/47. 
 
11/26 Generic Night Event Guideline: 
Work on the generic Night Event Guideline by Arthur Vince is on-going.  
ACTION: AV 
 
11/27 British Night Championships - Course length table to be revised to be in line with 
other Competition Rules: 
David May reported that he had undertaken the revision of the current table in ‘Competition Rules 
E: British Night Championships’, specifically with regard to Course Length Ratios, estimated 
winning times and the running speeds of older male competitors and that he would send the table 
by email to Barry Elkington who has taken on the responsibility for updating the document. 
ACTION: DM and BE 
  
11/28 Competition Rules for UK Cup and UK Relay League: 
The current documents for the UK Cup and the UK Relay League are now available on the 
National website but ownership of the documents has still to be ascertained as awaiting outcome 
of both Competition and Governance Reviews. 
 
11/30 Road Crossings and Under 16 Competitors: 
Helen Errington reported that information is now available in the ‘Organisers’ database and 
that work on the provision of a document containing advice and examples of good practice 
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about ‘Road Crossings’, together with relevant extracts from the Rules, Appendices and 
Guidelines, is on-going. 
ACTION: HE 
 
11/35 Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda: 
None. 
 
Major items, including those carried over from previous meeting. 
 
11/36 Update on the role, training and accreditation of Controllers: 
(a) National database of Controllers at all Grades: 
Helen Errington reported that Club Fixtures Secretaries are now able to access detailed 
database re all Grades of Controllers.  It was agreed that this access also needs to be available 
to those in the Regions responsible for Controllers.  It was also agreed that basic Controller 
information such as Name, Club and Grade should be available to all from the National website. 
ACTION: HE 
 
(b) Roll-out of Safety Training courses: 
Provision of Safety Training courses is currently on-going with trained ‘Tutors’ now available in 
several Regions.  It is hoped that these ‘Tutors’ will be able to train members of their own Clubs 
and also, if possible, members from neighbouring Clubs. 
ACTION: HE 
 
(c) Grade B Controller returns from Associations: 
Helen Errington has received the Grade B Controller information from Association 
Representatives and the British Orienteering database has been updated re ‘Qualifications and 
Licensing’.  Grade C Controllers returns are now required from all Associations, who are asked 
to process returns re Grade C Controllers in the next few months and to delete from Association 
lists any Controllers who do not respond to the request re information update. 
ACTION: All Association Representatives 
 
(d) Training Course materials: 
Comments have been received on the Training Course materials currently available from 
National Office and it was agreed that an update of course materials re new Rules etc. is 
required and also to obtain new maps, overprinted courses and control descriptions, particularly 
for Controller and Planner Grade B and Grade C Courses.  Katy Stubbs agreed to undertake 
the updating of the relevant materials and to also liaise with Rob Hickling who had recently used 
the existing materials. 
ACTION: KS and RH 
 
(e) Mapper Accreditation: 
British Orienteering and Map Group are, at some time in the future, to set up a system of 
‘Mapper Accreditation in line with that for other Event Officials.  Helen Errington indicated that 
there will be at least two levels of Grade e.g. ‘Map Technician’ - ability to survey and 
update/upgrade existing map - and ‘Mapper’ - ability to produce full orienteering map from initial 
survey to print.  Helen Errington and Barry Elkington to liaise with David Olivant, the new Chair 
of Map Group. 
 
11/37 Governance Review of Committees and Groups: 
Discussion took place on Rules Group feedback to the Board.  Concern was expressed re 
Terms of Reference and the ownership and responsibility for a wide range of matters related to 
the Rules, the Appendices, the Competition Rules, the Generic Guidelines and a variety of 
advice documentation.  Clear and enhanced communication is seen as being vital together with 
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equally clear ownership and responsibility.  It is believed that Rules Group works well with input 
from Regional Representatives, who bring a wide variety of experience and knowledge to 
aspects of the sport and the point of view of those at the grassroots. As such, Associations and 
their Representatives have a real and continuing role to play in the administration of the sport.  
Concern was also expressed as to what criteria – such as ‘How’, ‘By whom’ and ‘Definition of 
expertise’ – will be used to create the proposed new Committees, Standing Groups and 
Working Groups, members of which will consist of “experts in their field”.  Clarification is 
therefore required re the process of selection of Committee/Standing Group/Working Group 
members. If there is to be a new ‘Standing Rules Group’ then the expectation is that it will be 
provided with suitable Terms of Reference and be responsible to the proposed ‘Events and 
Competitions Committee’ and ultimately to the Board. 
 
11/38 Update on Rules and Guidelines Review: 
The Review and updating of the Rules naming etc. is still ongoing with the probability of a 
complete rationalisation with title of document and date of issue paramount.  Also the 
expectation is that the documentation will be available as one all-embracing download or as 
specific sections e.g. Rules and Appendices, Competition Rules etc.  There is a need for an 
‘Index’ to be available if at all possible.  A discussion on the documentation centred on the 
ownership, with Rules Group having specific responsibility for a large number of the documents, 
with other documents being the responsibility of individual Groups or Committees.  In the 
majority of instances the document ‘owner’, be it Rules Group or any other Group/Committee, 
instigates a new draft or update of a document with the advice sought from one or more 
specialists or experts, which is then sent to Rules Group, discussed in depth and subsequently 
re-drafted if necessary. When approved by Rules Group, and then the Board, the document is 
published for use.  Throughout the year the Chair of Rules Group liaises with the Chairs of other 
Groups and Committees either electronically or face to face. Helen Errington stressed the need, 
for insurance purposes, for a full record to be kept of all competitors at an event together with 
details of all helpers whether competing or not, and it will be necessary to suitably amend the 
existing text in all Rules, Guidelines etc. Finally, it was recognised that the on-going 
Competition Review is expected to have a significant impact on the future work of Rules Group. 
  
11/39 Feedback and review of Level B events re adherence to 2011 Guidelines: 
Helen Errington has produced a spreadsheet containing information on Level B Events from 
January to May 2011, which is very detailed for the thirty one January to March Events but less 
detailed for the eight April to May Events, together with a summary of her analysis of comments 
from the Organisers and Controllers of the Level B Events.  It was noted that a majority - twenty 
one of the thirty one Events - had less than 400 competitors and that only two Events had over 
500 competitors.  It is important that all Clubs are aware of the need to ensure that the link from 
the National website re events on the Fixtures List goes directly to a Event ‘Flyer/Information 
Page’ or, failing that, to the ‘Club Fixtures List’ page on the Club website. 
 
Reports from other Committees. 
 
11/40 Events Committee: 
The meeting scheduled for 12th February 2011 was cancelled. 
 
11/41 Competition Rules A to E - Eligibility for British Championships: BO Board has 
tasked Helen Errington to produce a statement for the next Board meeting that will require a 
decision regarding changes to ‘Eligibility Qualification’ for British Championship Events – 
amongst the possibilities discussed by Rules Group were: 
(i) That there would be no restriction and that Championship Events would be open to all-
comers; 
(ii) That those eligible to compete would only be British Passport holders; 
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(iii) That those eligible to compete shall be either British Passport holders or who qualify by 
length of residence over a specified number of years. 
Option (iii) has been used at this year's events (although this was only following a protest at the 
original decision not to do so at the Sprint Championships) and appears to be that most 
acceptable to competitors. 
ACTION: HE 
 
11/42 Competition Rule B - British Middle Championships: 
Following the 2011 British Championships and JK this document is in the process of being 
revised.  David May agreed to review and revise post-meeting Competition Rule B. 
ACTION: DM 
 
11/43 Competition Rule C - British Sprint Championships: 
Following the 2011 British Championships and JK this document is in the process of being 
revised.  Concern was expressed at the suggestion that the number of competitors in each heat 
should rise from sixty to ninety due to increasing the time span of the event.  The possibility of 
the gap between the Qualification Races and the Finals being as long as three hours was 
discussed and it was agreed that the wording should read ‘at least an hour’.  It was agreed that 
the timing of the Open (Elite) Starts was important and it is recommended that the sequence on 
the day should be the Qualification Races for the Elites, followed by completion of the other 
Qualification Races, which would then be followed by the Elite Finals whilst the remaining 
competitors have the chance to rest, and then the remaining Age Class Final Races, thus trying 
to ensure a shorter rather than a longer day overall.  It was also agreed to keep the start interval 
at one minute in 3.2.3, the deletion of the word ‘Elite’ in 3.2.4, and the need for the re-wording of 
4.3.4.  David May agreed to review post-meeting Competition Rule C and Helen Errington 
agreed to raise Competition Rules B and C at the next meeting of Major Events Group and to 
then report back to David May. 
ACTION: DM and HE 
 
11/44 Competition Rule E - British Night Championships: 
The course length table and estimated winning times for older male competitors are to be 
revised by David May / Barry Elkington to bring them into line with the other Competition Rules. 
ACTION: DM and BE 
 
11/45 Map scales of 1:10,000 for all age classes M/W35+ at Level A Long Distance 
Events - to bring in line with World Masters? 
A discussion took place in light of recent major events and Barry Elkington agreed to discuss 
the matter of map scales for younger and older competitors with the new Chair of Map Group 
David Olivant.  Also, the revised Appendix H: Mapping is now available from the Chair of Map 
Group.  It was agreed to change ‘must’ to ‘shall’ throughout this Appendix and that other 
suggested amendments should also be discussed with the Chair of Map Group. 
ACTION: BE and DO 
 
11/46 Timed starts and dealing with people turning up late: 
Following use at a recent major event of the ’half-minute’ in between full-minute allocated starts 
it was agreed that, in exceptional circumstances, it had been worthwhile but that no change 
would be made at the present time to the current wording of  Rule 8.1.  It was agreed that this 
matter needed to be included in the annual Major Events Conference training sessions for 
Organisers and Controllers. 
ACTION: BE 
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Issue of maps to TD1 and TD2 competitors: 
After discussion it was agreed that Junior Competitions Group should be asked for their views 
on the following before a decision was finally made i.e. at Level C and D Events competitors on 
White and Yellow Courses can have their map at Registration/Assembly or at pre-Start area, at 
Level B Events all competitors on White and Yellow Courses can have their map issued in the 
start lane(s) irrespective of whether entered for Age Class or colour coded, and for Level A 
Events only competitors who are on White and Yellow courses (i.e. not Age Class) shall have 
their maps issued to them in a separate start lane to all other competitors. 
ACTION: BE and JCG 
 
11/47 Updates to Junior Competition Rules from JCG: 
The existing Competition Rules have been revised and the draft is presently under discussion 
between the JCG Chair, Rules Group Chair and Event Manager Helen Errington. 
ACTION: BE, HE and JCG 
(Post meeting note: A new version of the Junior Inter-Regional Championships with just one 
minor change was provided by JCG and approved at Events Committee for use at this year's 
event). 
 
11/48 Event Summary/Overview of Event Structure – to be a Guideline or Appendix ? 
It was agreed to have a new ‘Appendix A: Event Structure’, and to recommend that ‘Appendix 
F: Environmental Good Practice’ should in future be available as an ‘Advice/Information 
Document’ rather than an as Appendix.  With regard to ‘Appendix D: Doping Control’, the Board 
of British Orienteering had agreed that the anti-doping rules of British Orienteering shall, as and 
from 11th May 2011, stand repealed and shall be replaced by the following rule: 
‘The anti-doping rules of British Orienteering are the UK Anti-Doping Rules published by UK 
Anti-Doping Limited (or its successor), as amended from time to time. Such rules shall take 
effect and be construed as rules of British Orienteering’.  Therefore all references to the British 
Orienteering Anti-Doping Policy and Rules will be modified to reflect this decision as soon as 
possible. It was also agreed to a review of all rules documents by Rules Group in light of these 
decisions. 
ACTION: BE and members of Rules Group 
 
11/49 Guideline B Course Tables: 
Following the analysis by Helen Errington showing a small number of competitors on Very Short 
Green and Long Orange Courses at Level B Events it was agreed that members of Rules 
Group should get feedback from competitors with regard to Courses at Level B Events, and in 
particular the Very Short Green and Long Orange. 
ACTION: All 
 
After discussion and review it was agreed to amend the existing Course Tables in Guideline B 
and to have suggested tables for large Level B Events (e.g. more than 400 competitors); 
smaller Level B Events (e.g. up to 400 competitors); and Level C Events. 
ACTION: BE 
 
11/50 Appendix G - Protests, Juries and Appeals: 
David May agreed to review and revise Appendix G, particularly with regard to the wording of 
IOF Rules and to the voiding of Courses and the removal of split times before and/or after a 
‘problem control’, and to report back to Rules Group.  It was also agreed to consider the moving 
of specific items from ‘Appendix I: Electronic Punching and Results Adjustment’ into Appendix 
G, to produce an ‘Advice Document’ on ‘Electronic Punching’ and to delete Appendix I from the 
list of Appendices. 
ACTION: DM 
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11/51 Appendix J - Championship and Badge Schemes: 
Revision of this Appendix is awaited from Development Committee. 
(Post meeting note: This has now been provided by Ian Webb and will be reviewed and 
approved via e-mail). 
 
11/52 Generic Night Event Guideline: 
This generic Guideline is currently being drafted by Arthur Vince. 
ACTION: AV 
 
Matters raised by or through Association Representatives. 
  
11/53 Controller from same club for Level B event - Rule variation request from WOA on 
behalf of Croeso 2012: 
Following discussion on the request from WOA the variation to the Rules was approved. 
 
11/54 Grade A Controller Applications – Donald Grassie (SOA) and Richard Oxlade 
(SOA): 
The applications from Donald Grassie and Richard Oxlade were approved. 
ACTION: BE 
 
11/55 Any Other Business: 
There were four items of AOB from Associations: 
(i) Teleconferencing: 
It was agreed to look into this with use of the ‘GoToMeeting’ program, which gives the 
opportunity “to host a web meeting with anyone, anywhere”, but to wait for the conclusion of the 
Governance Review and the possibility of new Committees, Standing Groups and Working 
Groups. 
 
(ii) Northern Championships and SI disqualification: 
A competitor at the Northern Championships had the event officials interrogate an SI box on his 
behalf and he was re-instated following ‘interrogation of the SI box’ and advice from Martin 
Stone and David Rosen. 
 
(iii) Major Events Handbook and Checklist: 
Helen Errington reported that the work on these documents is still ongoing and in a draft state. 
ACTION: HE 
 
(iv) Two year embargo for Level A Events: 
Following discussion it was agreed to keep the Level A embargo at 24 months, the Level B 
embargo at 12 months, with no embargo for Level C and D Events. 
 
11/56 Date and venue of next Meeting: 
Saturday 29th October 2011 at Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham, at 12.30 p.m. 
(Note change from original date of Saturday 22nd October). 
ACTION: BE 


