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Rules Group  
24th November 2007 

Minutes of meeting 
 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting of 

Rules Group 
on Saturday 24th November 2007 

at the Carrs Lane Church Centre, Carrs Lane, Birmingham, 
commencing at 12.30 p.m. 

 
Present: 
Barry Elkington   (WMOA) – Chairman 
Charlie Adams   (YHOA)                                                         
Andrew Cordle   (EAOA) 
Neil Crickmore  (SEOA) 
David May  (WOA) 
Terry Smith  (SCOA) 
Simon Thompson (NWOA) 
Ernie Williams   (EMOA) 
  
 
07/62 Apologies, Courtesies, and Minute Taking. 
Apologies were received from Charles Daniel (SWOA) and Paul Taylor (NEOA).  David May 
was welcomed to the meeting and Ernie Williams agreed to take the Minutes. 
ACTION: EW 
 
07/63 Minutes of Rules Group meeting held on 23rd J une 2007. 
The minutes were approved. 
 
07/64 Actions arising from the meeting. 
 

07/11 Update of Major Events Handbook: Barry Elkington reported that Helen 
Errington is continuing to work on the Major Events Handbook. 
 
07/12 Promotion of Guidelines and Good Practice at Events  and drafting of new 
‘Standard Event Assessment Form’ for Level 3 Events  and above: 
It was agreed that there is an ongoing need for the use of the ‘Standard Event 
Assessment Form’ to be promoted by and through Regional Associations in order 
that the quality of events can be monitored. 
 
07/16: IOF Event Advisors: 
This matter is now being addressed by ECG and it has been agreed with Mike 
Richardson as Major Events Co-ordinator that, at all major events within UK that 
have specified Elite Courses, an IOF Event Advisor or similar will be appointed with 
the specific intent of focussing on the organisation for and planning of the Elite 
Courses. 
 
07/18 Trial for provision of age class results at Distric t Events:  
EMOA Chairman Derek Gale had published two tables with two sets of results – one 
in course finishing order and one in age classes per course using EM League Events 
but EMOA has yet to report on discussions with Michael Napier re his MERCS 
Results program.  It was agreed that this type of provision could well be subsumed 
into recent Event Structure Review recommendations. 
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07/22 Article in FOCUS re results for Ranking Lists and p ossible sanctions:  
David May has addressed the matter in his revision of Appendix K. The problem 
should also be addressed as part of the Event Structure Review. 
 
07/24 Use of GPS systems whilst competing at orienteering  events:  
An article appeared in ‘FOCUS’ stating that GPS shall not be used as a navigational 
aid at events, but that its use as an aid for training and post-event analysis is to be 
encouraged. 
 
07/26 Blank maps before the start lines at C4 and C5 even ts:  
An article on this topic appeared in ‘FOCUS’.  Rules Group members are encouraged 
to check at events to see if this is being undertaken. 
 
07/37 Embargoes on areas and publication of embargoed are as etc: 
It was noted that the revised 24 and 12 month rule is now being applied more 
stringently for events and that Fixtures Group are checking that the rule is being 
applied throughout the Regions. 
 
07/39 and 07/40 British Middle Distance Guideline S  and British Sprint 
Championships Guideline T – Elite and Non-Elite: 
See Agenda items 07/69 and 07/70. 
 
07/41 Rule 4 - Definitions of the Role of the Organ iser, Planner and Controller: 
See Agenda item 07/72. 
 
07/41 Event Officials: 
Barry Elkington reported on the need for there to be a clearly identified ‘Event 
Officials’ section on the British Orienteering web site was on-going. 
ACTION: BE 
 
07/42 Road Crossings: 
See Agenda item 07/73. 
 
07/43 Review of Appendices: 
See Agenda item 07/74. 
 
07/44 Comparative Running Speeds: 
See Agenda item 07/75. 
 
07/46 Event Structure Review: 
See Agenda items 07/66 & 07/67. 
 
07/49 and 07/50 British Individual Championships/Br itish Relay Championships 
2007- protest regarding the removal of split times:  
An article re this matter had been posted on the British Orienteering web site. 
 
07/51 Split time removal: 
See Agenda item 07/77. 
 
07/56 Harvester Relay trophy allocation: 
A new word is still needed to replace ‘Small’ in the ‘Small Club - Sutton Park Trophy’ 
section, presented to the top club, regardless of size, which has not finished in the 
top three positions at any time in the previous five years, is to be addressed in 2008. 
ACTION: BE - any suggestions welcome. 
 
07/57 Use of Joe Lee electronic punching system for  C3 Events: 
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Comment was made re legal issues in connection with competing traders and 
suppliers.  The ‘Joe Lee e-punching system’ is to be used at a Regional Event in the 
SWOA Region in 2008. 

 
07/65 Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 
None. 
 
07/66 Update on Event Structure Review. 
 
07/67 Report on Event Structure review discussion a t Event Operations Committee 
meeting. 
 
07/68 Roles and responsibilities. How they are spli t between Event Operations 
Committee and the reporting Groups (Rules, Elite Co mpetitions, Junior Competitions, 
Senior Competitions).  
 
Agenda items 07/66, 07/67 and 07/68 were taken together as one overall item rather than 
three separate items. 
 
Following verbal reports from Ernie Williams, David May and Barry Elkington, a very lengthy 
and detailed discussion by the members of Rules Group took place on the proposed Event 
Structure Review.  Two tabled documents – Lyn West’s ‘Consultation Document on Review of 
Event Structure’ prepared on behalf of the Event Structure Review Group in September 2007 
for presentation at the October 2007 National Club Conference and Barry Elkington’s ‘Update 
to the Event Structure Review’ following the November 2007 meeting of Event Operations 
Committee - together with the proposed new Guidelines (A), (B)  and (C) (see also 
Recommendation 1) and a revised Appendix (K) ‘The Ranking Scheme’ (see also 
Recommendation 10) were referred to throughout. 
 
The members of ESRG were formally thanked by the members of Rules Group for their 
valuable contribution on behalf of the membership of British Orienteering. 
 
The ten recommendations in the ESRG document were then reviewed to determine where 
Rules Group had to contribute to the changes required for implementation, and the resulting 
comments along with additional recommendations forwarded for the attention of Event 
Operations Committee, Management Committee and the British Orienteering Council. 
 
Recommendation 1: 
The structure should be reduced to 4 Levels of event: 
Level 1 Championship 
Level 2 National 
Level 3 Regional 
Level 4 Club (or Local) 
 
Graeme Ackland, helped by other members of ESRG, has drafted a new Guideline (A) for use 
at Level 3 Regional Events, a new Guideline (B) for use at Level 2 National Events, and a 
new Guideline (C) for use at Level 1 Area Championships events.  Guidelines are already 
available for the British Orienteering Championships (D), British Relay Championships (E), 
British Elite Orienteering Championships (H), British Sprint Championships (K) and British 
Night Championships (J).  A new Guideline for a British Middle Distance Championships (S) 
is currently in the drafting stage with Charlie Adams, as is a re-drafted Guideline (T) for a 
British Sprint Championships, together with a draft JK Sprint Guideline from David May to link 
with existing JK Guidelines (F) and (G) (see also Recommendation 4).   
 
Recommendation 2:  
Further debate on the timing of BOC and the relationship to BRC is needed. 
 
Rules Group agreed that this recommendation is an issue that needs to be addressed by 
Event Operations Committee and Fixtures Group. 
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Recommendation 3:  
The British Sprint Championships, the British Middle Distance Championships and the British 
Night Championships should exist as Championship Level events in the Fixtures calendar. 
 
This also falls under the remit of Fixtures Group. 
 
Recommendation 4:  
The Sprint should become a formal part of JK although not included in the overall scoring.  
The rest of the weekend should remain as it is. 
 
This appears to be going to happen in 2008. 
 
Recommendation 5:  
The number of current Level 2 National events should be reduced to a maximum of 6 per 
annum and form the Level 1 Area Championships i.e. Scottish, Welsh, Northern Irish, 
Northern, Midland and Southern.  
 
This falls under the remit of Fixtures Group. 
 
Recommendation 6:  
The quality of competition at the new Level 1 Area Championships should be improved by 
encouraging greater participation through use of these events for UK Cup and FCC and a 
higher weighting in the ranking system (see also Recommendation 5). 
 
UK Cup and FCC elements to be addressed by Elite Competitions and Fixtures Groups. 
 
Rules Group believe that the increased weighting for ranking points at the major events 
should be reintroduced as follows: 
• British Championships (Sprint, Middle, Long)  and JK (three days) - event weighting: 1.10 
• Area Championships - event weighting: 1.05 
• National (roughly equivalent to current Regional) - event weighting: 1.00 
 
Recommendation 7:  
The Masters Cup should be based on the Level 1 events i.e. 3 x JK, 4 x British 
Championships (includes Night Championships) and all Area Championships with scoring in 
line with UK Cup and FCC (see also Recommendation 3, 5 and 6). 
 
This recommendation is to be reviewed by Rules Group at the next meeting scheduled for 
March 2008. 
 
Recommendation 8:  
In general events at Regional Level 3 and National Level 2 should have courses designated 
by length and technical difficulty. 
 
This will be addressed in the updated Guidelines. 
 
Recommendation 9:  
At any Regional Level 3 and National Level 2 event, age class competitions and awards 
should be permitted within the colour coded course structure.  
 
This will be addressed in the updated Guidelines. 
 
Recommendation 10:  
A single ranking list should be produced based on all Championship Level 1 and National 
Level 2 events.  A simple system of producing ranking points from raw event data needs to be 
developed.  It is therefore recommended that this system be brought in and implemented as 
soon as is possible. 
 
It was agreed by Rules Group that British Orienteering Council be encouraged to actively 
move forward on this recommendation.  Appendix K has initially been re-drafted by David 



 - 5 - 

May on behalf of ESRG and Rules Group in anticipation that a single ranking list will be 
available to the membership of British Orienteering following the Event Structure Review. 
 
It was also recommended that, as a matter of some u rgency: 
a) Council appoint a senior member of British Orienteering to oversee the implementation of 
the proposed Event Structure in order that the new structure can proceed from 1st January 
2009 
and 
b) Proceed with the formation of a Senior Competitions Group (SCG). 
 
It was reported by Ernie Williams that Lyn West already has the names of British Orienteering 
members willing to work as members of SCG. 
 
Discussion re SCG centred on the role of SCG in providing strategy for all Foot-O events with 
senior competitors aged 21 and over within the UK, with the exception of Elite events which 
are currently the responsibility of ECG. Links are then needed between SCG and Rules 
Group, who are responsible for overseeing the Rules, Appendices and Guidelines for all types 
of Foot-O events within the UK. 
 
Discussion also took place on ‘Rankings’ for Juniors, ‘Incentive Schemes’ including Badges 
and Awards, the financial implications for Clubs and the Federation, particularly the levy 
system, with support being expressed for a ‘progressive levy’ e.g. no levy on the first 50 
competitors, a low levy on the next 200 competitors, and a higher levy on the next 750+ 
competitors. However decisions on many of these issues are outside the remit of Rules 
Group.  
 
It is the intention of Rules Group to continue to undertake a complete review and subsequent 
revision of the Rules, Appendices and Guidelines at the scheduled meetings on 8th March and 
21st June 2008 in order that all documentation to support the proposed new Event Structure is 
in place by the middle of 2008 for issue and implementation by 1st January 2009 at the latest. 
However this timetable is highly dependent on the progress of the ESRG recommendations 
through Committees and Council. 
 
ACTION: BE, British Orienteering Council, Managemen t Committee, Event Operations 
Committee, and Lyn West of Event Structure Review G roup  
 
07/69 Sprint Championships Guideline - Elite and no n-Elite. 
Guideline K is already available with two courses for Men and Women. Charlie Adams has 
drafted Guideline T with two courses – Men's Open for all male classes M16 to M80 and 
Women's Open for all female classes W16 to W80.  Discussion centred on the need for Event 
Operations Committee to decide on whether the British Sprint Championships is changed in 
format from the current ‘only for Elite competitors’ to being available for a wide range of age 
classes from M/W16 upwards in line with the need for accessibility for all and the changes 
recommended in the Event Structure Review.   
ACTION: CA 
 
The success of the JK 2007 Sprints attracting nearly 900 competitors was also raised, 
particularly as JK 2008 is to have the JK Sprint as Day 1 of the four day Easter International 
Festival, in line with Recommendation 4 of the Event Structure Review (see also Agenda item 
07/66, 07/67 and 07/68). 
 
It was reported that ECG is of the opinion that if the British Sprint Championship becomes an 
all-age event it may dilute the ‘quality’ of the event, and also raised concerns such as the 
numbers of competitors taking part and numbers of heats and finals that will need to be 
catered for within the hours available on the day of the Championships. The possibility was 
discussed that ECG and other Committees within British Orienteering may be prepared to 
give consideration to the holding of two Sprint Championship events – one for Elite 
competitors in the M/W 20 and 21 age classes and one for all other age classes M/W16 to 
M/W80 - or for the events to be combined into one Championship event with a unified 
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Guideline in either 2009 or 2010.  Barry Elkington agreed to raise the matter with the Chairs 
of other relevant Committees within British Orienteering. 
ACTION: BE 
 
Barry Elkington reported that the 2008 British Sprint Championships, being hosted by OD, is 
being staged as per the current Guideline K and only two Championship titles will be 
available, one for the Men’s Champion and one for the Women’s Champion.   
NOC are also, beginning their preparations as hosts of the 2009 British Sprint Championships 
using Guideline K, but are aware that changes to the Event Structure in 2008 may well lead to 
the provision of a Championships for age classes M/W16 to M/W80 in 2009.       
 
07/70 Middle Distance Championships Guideline - Eli te and non-Elite. 
The current draft of Guideline S by Charlie Adams was reviewed and a specific addition 
agreed. This was the insertion in section 4 ‘Course Planning’ of sections from Appendix 6: 
Competition Formats re technical difficulty and leg lengths etc. from the ‘Competition Rules 
for IOF Foot Orienteering Events’ (valid from 1st January 2007) re Sprint/Middle 
Distance/Long Distance races, pages 37 to 40.  With regard to section 2 ‘Map and Terrain’ it 
was agreed that Fixtures Committee be asked to take note of the first paragraph: 
‘The terrain for the British Middle Distance Championships should be generally runnable and 
of good technical quality. Technical merit is of major importance for the British 
Championships. Although it may not be possible to provide forested, intricate contour detail, 
every effort to increase the technical content of the courses should be made e.g. by using 
different terrain types in the same area. Variations between different parts of the country are 
inevitable, and Associations should reserve their best areas for these Championships.’ 
ACTION: CA  
 
Ernie Williams raised the concerns of Chris Phillips, Organiser of the 2009 British Middle 
Distance Championships who, together with Planner Roger Edwards and Controller Mike 
Forrest, is already involved in the early part of the published 27 month timescale in Draft 
Guideline S.  His concerns centre on the understanding that LEI, as hosts of the event, are 
planning on providing a British Championships for age classes M/W10 to M/W 80 as 
described in the Draft version of Guideline S that has eight courses in the ‘Course Planning’ 
section rather than only two courses for Men and Women; there also appears to be 
misunderstanding in that the latest Major Events Fixtures List specifically states ‘British 
Middle Distance Championships – Elite’ whereas the Guideline sent to him as Organiser has 
a range of courses and age classes listed.  Ernie Williams agreed to report back to Chris 
Phillips of LEI as well as to Pauline Olivant of NOC that as yet no decision has been made on 
extending the British Middle championships to include all age classes. 
ACTION: EW 
 
It was agreed that if the ESRG recommendations are implemented there is an expectation 
that the existing 2008 Fixtures programme nationally will stay unchanged in 2008 but that 
changes will begin by January 2009 at all Levels 1 to 4 of the proposed Event Structure, using 
and adapting, wherever possible, events already in the pipeline. Members of Rules Group 
expressed their awareness of the pros and cons of changing the Elite Championships with 
two British Champions to that of an all-embracing Championships with a whole range of over 
40 age classes being catered for during the Sprint/Middle Distance weekend, noting that the 
two disciplines are becoming more popular year on year.  Queries were raised regarding 
suitability of areas, terrain and time availability in the course of each day, and whether or not 
Clubs will feel that they are up to the responsibilities of hosting and organising such 
prestigious events.  Equally, it was accepted that Committees such as Event Operations, 
Major Events and Fixtures will make decisions about events, their status and their placing in 
the annual events calendar, and that, if there is disagreement, the new Board of Directors led 
by the Chief Executive, will reach a final decision. 
 
07/71 JK Sprint Guideline. 
David May reported on his draft of the JK Sprint Guideline.  He had received a request from 
ECG that in 2008 the M/W18s and M/W20s run with the M/W21s in order for them to gain 
experience at competing at the highest level at the Sprint discipline.  Event Operations had 
also suggested that 10 year age bands be used instead of the existing 5 year age bands but 
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this was not practical for the senior men's courses as overall competitor numbers are 
expected to grow from nearly 900 in 2007 to 1500+ in 2008.  Five year age classes are 
therefore to be used for all. David also confirmed that thought is being given to medals for the 
JK Champions at the Sprint Event.   With minor amendments the Guideline was approved for 
use at JK2008, and David was thanked for his work in the drafting of the Guideline. 
ACTION: DM  
 
07/72 Rule 4 - Definition of the Roles of Event Off icials. 
The draft by Andrew Cordle was discussed and agreed and it is to be inserted into the mid-
2008 revision of the British Orienteering Rules.  Andrew was thanked for his work on this Rule 
revision. 
ACTION: BE 
 
07/73 Road Crossings - final version of the documen t. 
In the absence of Charles Daniel it was agreed to leave final consideration of the document 
until the next meeting of Rules Group.   
ACTION: BE and CD 
 
07/74 Review of Appendices - update on any major is sues. Timetable for production 
in light of the Event Structure Review. 
 
Appendix A: Control Descriptions  - Barry Elkington has the completed revision of IOF 
Control Descriptions and UK variations for Appendix A.  
 
Appendix B: Course Planning  - Charles Daniel has revised Appendix B in line with 
previously proposed changes and it was agreed that, as with Agenda item 07/70, sections 
from Appendix 6: Competition Formats re technical difficulty and leg lengths etc. from the 
‘Competition Rules for IOF Foot Orienteering Events’ (valid from 1st January 2007) should be 
inserted in the appropriate place. 
ACTION: CD  
 
Appendix C: Event Officials  – Simon Thompson agreed to amend the current draft of 
Appendix C in line with the final approved Levels of Competition following the Event Structure 
Review. 
ACTION: ST  
 
Appendix D: Doping Control  - Barry Elkington has checked with British Orienteering 
Officers and Appendix D is produced by them. 
ACTION: BE to include when new Appendices are publi shed.  
 
Appendix E: Event Safety  – Simon Thompson has revised Appendix E and is currently 
checking Health and Safety Assessment Requirements. 
ACTION: ST  
 
Appendix F: Environmental Good Practice  - The revised draft of Appendix F by Roy 
Denney of EMOA has been received by Barry Elkington. 
 
Appendix G: Protests, Juries and Appeals  - Neil Crickmore is currently revising Appendix 
G.  Minor changes have been made and it was agreed that the need for competitors paying 
£5 when making an official protest be deleted. 
ACTION: NC  
 
Appendix H: Mapping  - Colin Spears of Map Group has updated Appendix H. 
 
Appendix I: Electronic Punching  - Terry Smith and Neil Crickmore are collaborating in a 
complete revision of Appendix I with regard to current knowledge and practice. 
ACTION: TS and NC  
 
Appendix J: The Badge Scheme  – It was agreed that there will not be any changes to 
Appendix J until the outcome of the Event Structure Review is known. 
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Appendix K: The Ranking Scheme  - David May has produced a new draft of Appendix K 
(see also Recommendation 10 in Agenda item 07/66, 07/67 and 07/68), but no changes will 
be implemented until the outcome of the Event Structure Review is known. 
ACTION: DM  
 
Appendix L: Seeding and Selection  - Terry Smith is continuing his work on issues 
connected to Seeding and Selection, particularly the need to clarify what is required, to which 
events seeding and selection will apply, and the need for the defining of what seeding and 
selection is aiming to achieve.  Terry requested that any comments and views be sent to him 
to aid in his revision of Appendix L. 
ACTION: TS 
 
Appendix M: Relay Alliances  – this Appendix is to be moved from Event Guidelines and re-
labelled. 
ACTION: BE  
 
It was agreed that the final drafts of the Appendices should be available for the meeting on 8th 
March 2008 for formal adoption at the 21st June 2008 meeting in order that the revised 
Appendices are available by mid-2008 at the latest as part of the implementation of the Event 
Structure Review. However this timetable is highly dependent on the progress of the ESRG 
recommendations through Committees and Council. 
ACTION: ALL MEMBERS OF RULES GROUP  
 
07/75 Comparison of Age Group Running Speeds. 
David May was thanked for the wide range of statistical data that he had prepared for both 
Agenda item 07/75 and also Agenda item 07/76.  Following discussion and review of the data 
it was agreed that the conclusion is that, comparatively, older orienteering competitors are 
running faster overall and that there is a need for a revision of course length ratios. These will 
be incorporated into the Revised Guidelines to be published following approval of the 
changes in the Event Structure Review.  
 
07/76 Speed Ratios and Recommended Winning Times. 
It was agreed that there was a need to re-publish the recommended Long/Classic Race 
times. These will be incorporated into the Revised Guidelines to be published following the 
Event Structure Review.  
  
It was also agreed that there would also be published an ‘easy-to-understand’ explanation of 
the revised winning times and course length ratios based on the use of  ‘Ideal Elite Winning 
times’ as a guide to Planners and Controllers. 
ACTION: BE    
 
07/77 Results adjustment by use of split times. 
The following was agreed: 
i) To await IOF advice re the removal of leg split times at events as the subject is due to be 
discussed at the next meeting of IOF Rules Commission on 19th and 20th January 2008 and 
for Rules Group to then make a firm and final decision based upon the advice received. 
ii) Neil Crickmore agreed to send an amended version of his paper with no difference 
between 'Results Adjustment’ at different levels of event to David Rosen, the Chair of the IOF 
Rules Commission, in advance of their January 2008 meeting. 
iii) To restate the advice that the current practice within the UK should be to not remove leg 
split times. 
ACTION: NC 
 
07/78 Report on Event Operations Committee meeting on 3 rd November 2007 and 
items requiring further explanation / discussion. 
Re Item 9 of the Minutes of Event Operations, Barry Elkington drew attention to the five bullet 
points listed under ‘Rules Group’ – the first four points were already covered by items on the 
Agenda of Rules Group but attention was drawn to the fifth point whereby it had been agreed 
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that an M85 class will be added if and when it is confirmed that there are three or more 
competitors in this specific age class. 
 
07/79 IOF Rules Commission Report from David Rosen.  
The 15 items in David Rosen’s Report were all noted, particularly item 14 re removing splits 
when a control is missing or misplaced (see Agenda item 07/77). 
 
07/80 British Night Championships 2008. 
The submission by BOK re the British Night Championships 2008 and the fairness of using 
part of the area that was used for JK 2007 was discussed, and it was agreed that the 
submission be accepted and that the Planner of BNC 2008 will liaise with the Planner of JK 
2007 to ensure as little commonality as possible, and that courses will be created that are 
worthy of a British Championships. 
ACTION: BE 
 
07/81 Matters raised by or through Association Repr esentatives: Advance publication 
of control descriptions - Charlie Adams. 
Following discussion of the positives and negatives of pre-publication of Control Descriptions 
it was agreed that initially at Level 1 and Level 2 Events the Control Descriptions should only 
be distributed in the Start Lanes and that competitors should be informed in the Final Details 
of the length and breadth measurement of the Control Description sheet for their specific 
course in order that they may have a suitable protective device or holder for a Control 
Description sheet available.  When this system is in operation there should be no availability 
of the Control Descriptions on a web site, nor with the Final Details or as pre-printed sheets in 
the Assembly Area.    
 
07/82 Matters raised by or through Association Repr esentatives: letter from  Bill Vigar 
re Start Times. 
At recent Age Class events start times for courses have been allocated which have created 
unfair groupings of competitors. e.g. several competitors off very close together, then just one 
individual by themselves. It was agreed that an event that has Start Lists may require the 
Controller to check the Start Lists prior to publication in order that amendments can be made 
if thought fit to do so. It was agreed that Controllers of Events of Level 3 and above will need 
to be informed of this matter through an article in Focus. 
ACTION: BE 
 
07/83 Matters raised by or through Association Repr esentatives: Control Visibility. - 
Ernie Williams. 
The proposed text by Ernie Williams about information to Planners and Controllers re ‘Control 
Visibility’ should be considered for inclusion into the relevant Appendices and Guidelines at 
the 8th March 2008 meeting of Rules Group, having been deferred to a later date due to lack 
of time for discussion. 
“Note to all Planners and Controllers re the use of small pits/shallow depressions: 
Controls should, wherever possible, not be sited on small features visible only from a very 
short distance if there are no other supporting features on the map and, as far as is possible, 
a control flag should be placed in such a manner that competitors will first see it only when 
they have reached the described control feature, normally from a distance of 10 metres. For 
this reason, planners are reminded that they should avoid using small pits/shallow 
depressions which are not visible from more than 10 metres away.  Putting the control flag on 
the edge of the small pit/shallow depression may well increase its visibility, but it will also 
mean that the competitor will see the control flag first, somewhat sooner than seeing the 
feature, which is not satisfactory.  For fairness, the visibility of the control should be the same 
whether or not there is a competitor at the control site” 
ACTION: EW  
 

07/84 Grade 1 Controller Applications from Kevin Ki ng, Richard Towler and Tony 
Carlyle. 
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The applications of Kevin King of FVO and Richard Towler of LOC were referred back to the 
applicants and their Regional Association Representatives in order that more information can 
be obtained as to the experience of the applicants re Organising, Planning and Controlling. 

The application for Grade 1 Controller status from Tony Carlyle of AIRE was approved and 
Barry Elkington agreed to ask Mike Hamilton as Chief Executive to send a letter of 
congratulations to Tony Carlyle. 

ACTION: BE and NWOA and SOA Regional Association Re presentatives 
 
07/85 Any Other Business. 
As the booking time for the meeting room had been exceeded no AOB was possible and the 
Chairman closed the meeting at 5.11 p.m. 
 
07/86 Reporting and Actions. 

As identified within the Minutes. 
 
07/87 Dates and location of Rules Group Meetings in  2008. 

 

 8th March 2008  Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham. 

 21st June 2008    Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham. 

 22nd November 2008   Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham. 
 
Carrs Lane Church Centre to be booked and confirmed. 
 
ACTION: BE  
 

 

 

 


