Environmental Impact Assessment form
Impact assessments are concerned with identifying the vulnerable environmental factors (i.e., things which might be damaged), evaluating the likelihood of particular damage occurring (i.e. level of impact) and putting measures in place needed to reduce or eliminate the impact.
Part 1.
	Name of Club

	

	Name of person completing this form
	
	Position of person completing this form (organiser etc.)
	

	Venue for session / event / activity

	
	Date for session / event / activity
	

	Name of person in charge of session / event / activity

	

	Impact assessment signed 

	
	Impact assessment dated
	

	impact assessment checked by (name, position and date)


	Print name & position (controller etc.):

	

	
	Sign and date:  
	




Part 2.
It is important that the mitigation column is completed in detail so that the control measures and who is responsible is fully understood in advance of the event and that all the organising team and participants are fully briefed on any essential actions required of them
	Vulnerable Environmental factors

	Possible adverse impact including note on severity and likelihood of occurrence
	Mitigation measures what and who?

	Litter

	O activities do not generate quantities of unsightly or dangerous litter. Orienteers have a well-established reputation for taking their litter home
	Litter bags will be positioned to gather litter around Registration/Assembly. The organising team will litter sweep the area at close of event

	Parking

	A large attendance at an O event may result in car park problems if clashing with another large event. Low likelihood if such clashes are avoided; there are few such events. 
Parking on the verges of forest roads must ensure passage for farm or forest vehicles. 
	Early consultation with site staff regarding size and preferred dates – Organiser
Inspection of verges are conducted; one-way systems and gateway management are considered early in the event planning process - Organiser

	Toilets

	A large attendance at an O event may result in overwhelming the available toilet facilities and/or messing them up with muddy footwear.
	Early consultation with site staff regarding this issue. Additional temporary toilets provided by the Organiser may be necessary

	Vegetation flora


	O is a cross-country sport but the dispersed nature of it prevents serious or long-lasting damage to vegetation. 
	Early consultation with site staff regarding sites with rare or delicate vegetation cover will enable the course Planner to avoid such sites. They can even be taped-off.

	Erosion/path creation/marshy ground

	O is a cross-country sport but the dispersed nature of it prevents serious or long-lasting damage; 
	Very large events are rare in NI but even such events in the UK and Scandinavia (1-20,000 competitors!) studied over several years have evidenced very little impact. 

	Animals’ livestock, birds(nesting), wild animals


	At various times of the year Orienteers moving quickly through the terrain can unexpectedly encounter or disturb animals/birds particularly with young or nesting. The fleeting contact normally has low impact.
	Early consultation with site staff and farmers regarding this issue will inform the course Planner to avoid where possible. Other measures may include moving livestock into OOB fields - Organiser.

	Gateways/crossing boundaries/OOBs

	Leaving gates open, damage and disturbance can cause considerable distress and difficulty for landowners; the effect of which is likely to mean the opportunity to Orienteer on the terrain in future will be jeopardised.
	Early consultation with site staff and farmers regarding this issue will inform the course Planner to consider what other measures need putting in place; signs, stiles, marking with temporary tapes, marshalling - Organiser

	Noise

	O is a quiet sport; shouting or whistling are forbidden except in an emergency; even talking to other competitors in the competition area is frowned upon! There is low likelihood of a noisy O event. 
	Early consultation with landowners on this issue will ascertain an acceptable
Registration/Assembly area where people gather and where a possible commentary may be broadcast on loud speakers.



