


Rules Group Meeting 
6th August 2024
Apologies: 
Graham Louth, Barry Elkington
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Terry Smith, Alan Leakey, David May & Graham Nilsen 
	Introduction
	ACTIONS

	Version 3 of the minutes of the meeting on 30/07/2024 were approved.
	FA to send minutes to BOF (Peter Brooke)

	Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. TS draft correction for map scale typo
· TS has amended the rules document to correct the urban symbol size for 1:5000 scale maps to 100% 
	Closed



	a. DM to remove wording added regarding course lengths and revert to previous version.
· Deleted the text that required 
· Updated copy of rules have been sent to PB for publication on BOF website
· TS confirmed that there is now a current copy of all competition rules plus the main rules document stored on the sharepoint dated today (6/8/24) as new master copies. It was noted that the competition rules for the Harvester Relays and the Ranking Rules are not currently available on the BOF website. BOF office keep an archive of all versions of the rules that are published
	AW to follow up on availability of Harvester & Ranking Rules availability on the website

	b. TS to discuss best process for document updates on BOF website with PH.
· TS recommended that one person in the group take ownership of completing updates/changes to each document
· The competition Rules for 2025 should be published by the group in September 2024 with the main rules document available in draft before becoming effective on 1/1/25
· TS shared a document which is proposed as a log of proposed changes and a record of when each document is actually updated. Each new version of rules would have a complete change log.
	Closed

	c. TS to progress the work on file structure and version control based on feedback from the group
· A 2024 updates folder has been created on the sharepoint. For the main rules AW will act as co-ordinator and make all required changes.
	

	d. Feedback on “Badly worded” rules.  GL unable to attend this meeting
	GL to feedback at next meeting

	e. AL sent out first & second drafts of updated sprint and urban rules. 
	Carry forward

	f. Revision of Level A map template requirement.
· TS passed on requested amendment of Appendix D 1.1.5 to PH as agreed by email. Included in change log.
· JK 2025 are aware of this change
	Closed

	g. TS to discuss competition rules with Alan Rosen to find out if any feedback suggests rule changes are needed. Not currently progressed.
	TS to progress after collation of feedback from British Sprints

	h. Proposal for revised wording for a rule for relays such as “Each leg of a relay must be run by a different member of the relay team for the team to be competitive.”. BE to complete wording of the rule from email discussion
	BE to send wording and rule location to TS

	i. Consideration of whether rules are required to cover the scope and responsibilities of Commentary teams as they may impact the fairness of events. Include final control/handover order in relays in rules review. 
· TS to contacted Andy Yeates and he agreed that this is not a rules issue and that the work process falls within the event processes contained in the JK and Major Events Handbooks. There is also scope for the rationalisation of the documents of guidelines
	Closed

	j. Group to ensure republication of competition rules to include year for which they apply.
	To be included with upload to website of competition rules documents for 2025 competitions

	k. FA to investigate options for forums. 
· FA will do some more background research on options.
	Closed

	l. Proposed amendments to IOF Rules - 21.5 GPS Devices and Special wider contactless ‘Gates’ at the Finish
· Group agreed ‘Gates’ issue was not for BOF as only widely used in fell races & MTB races
· Group discussed use of GPS devices and agreed that this was probably included because the technology continues to become more sophisticated and the IOF want to keep ahead of the game. AL sent round proposed wording for inclusion in BOF rules which would preclude wearing of a GPS watch at level A events
	AL to contact D Rosen to find out if there are particular things driving changes on GPS watches

AL to draft a tighter wording for GPS watch restrictions to elites for Level A events

	m. Organiser’s request for Caddihoe event with regard to allowing all classes to run on 1:7500 scale maps at their level B event.
· AW spoke to Phil Beale and they have agreed to follow the rules on map scale and have updated their website accordingly
· The group also discussed the event’s entry structure as it is a level B event and should be taking entries by age class
	Closed

	n. BE to produce some common wording for inclusion of M/W95 for each of the relevant major event rules.
	Carried forward

	o. TS to request redirection of waivers & rule change requests to change on the BOF website to rules@ email address
· TS confirmed that wording on the BOF website has now changed and emails are routed to rules@
	Closed

	p. Rule change proposal from D Rosen regarding the finish - DM to modify finish rule draft revision and circulate.
· DM had sent email to the group after looking into these proposals and reported that several sections of the rules cover the finish. More time needed to write proposal with input from the group.
	DM to progress

	q. Non-competitive results – Proposal to require n/c results to appear after all competitive results in a results table.
	TS To propose new wording

	r. Ranking point outliers – the proposal is to change the definition of a ranking outlier before the calculation of ranking points.
	FA to contact club member about statistical review

	s. Truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not)
· The group discussed the situation following JK24. How much and under which situations juries should be given leeway? Does the sport want results at all costs? What would be the arbitrary limit for guidance to the jury and who would set it? Any guidance for a jury needs to be as clear and unambiguous as possible. 
· DM proposed that he now believes splits can be removed at any point on the course in order to have some results for a race.
· AW suggested getting feedback from elite standard competitors on what they think
· GN said that he believes removing splits does introduce unfairness and that by allowing removal of splits does not align with following IOF rules as much as possible
	AW to draft questions aimed at seeking views of elite competitors

	t. Spreadsheet to the sharepoint listing the sections of the rules. Each group member should add their initials against sections/topics they will review.
	ALL – still opportunities to add initials to rules review spreadsheet

	u. Competition rules
	BE to prepare JK, all other British, and Area Championship Rules for publication

	Meeting
	

	2. Rule Change / Waiver Requests
	

	· JROS Deeside Camp – The group agreed that they were happy to grant the waiver
	AW to complete waiver and feedback to JROS

	3. Paragraph numbering for appendices
	

	· Proposal from AW to reduce confusion when referencing main rules vs. appendix rules. Has not been done in the past as it was thought there may be confusion with competition rules which have letters.
· The group agreed that this was a good idea and should be implemented. It was noted that cross-references would need to be adjusted and that there could be formatting issues.
	TS to update the current version of the rules and distribute for review

	4. Long term vision for the rules
	

	· AW shared a powerpoint presentation with his long term vision for the rules. 
· Rules -To include all mandatory wording, but minimal advice / explanation with “Must”s. Guidance in Appendices if necessary
· Appendices with advice / guidelines / expectations. No new “must” wording
· Competition Rules -Event-specific only, with minimal repetition from 1 &2
· The group were in broad agreement with the approach and believe it could be feasible to implement for rules publication for 2026.
	

	5. AOB
	

	· None
	

	· Date of next meeting Tuesday 10th September – 7.30pm
	






