


Rules Group Meeting 
10th September 2024
Apologies: 
Graham Louth, Alan Leakey, Terry Smith
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, David May & Graham Nilsen 
	Introduction
	ACTIONS

	It was confirmed to the group that AW has been approved by the board as chair of the Rules Group
	

	The minutes of the meeting on 06/08/2024 were approved.
	FA to send minutes to BOF (Peter Brooke)

	Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. AW to follow up on availability of Harvester & Ranking Rules availability on the website - The competition rules for the Harvester Relays and the Ranking Rules are still not currently available on the BOF website. BE has versions of 8 competition rules (for the events that have already taken place in 2024) for publication on the website applicable for 2025. These will be sent and emphasis made that the date that these rules come into force to be clear on the website in the links.
	CARRIED FORWARD - AW to follow up on availability of Harvester & Ranking Rules availability on the website
BE to send 8 competition rule documents for publication on the website

	b. TS to progress the work on file structure and version control based on feedback from the group
	CARRIED FORWARD

	c. Feedback on “Badly worded” rules.  GL unable to attend this meeting
	CARRIED FORWARD - GL to feedback at next meeting

	d. AL sent out first & second drafts of updated sprint and urban rules. 
	Carry forward

	e. BE has reviewed feedback from British Sprints and has circulated his recommended changes.
	BE to progress changes to British Sprints & British Sprint Relay Rules

	f. BE Circulated a proposal for revised wording for a rule for relays to define when a team can be competitive. He received no comments from the group. The word “lap” should be used instead of “leg”.
	TS to add wording to the rules

	g. AL to contact D Rosen to find out if there are particular things driving changes on GPS watches – AL proposed revised wording via email (22/8) . AW then suggested a slightly simplified version:
8.4 The use of any man-made device, other than a compass, for navigation is not permitted.  The organiser may forbid the carrying of such devices, for some or all competitors.
8.5 Competitors may carry a GPS-enabled device, if not forbidden, but only to record data for post-race analysis.
8.6 Competitors may carry a mobile phone, if not forbidden, but only for use in an emergency.
(Commas were inserted in 8.4)
The group agreed this wording for inclusion in the rules.
The group discussed the issues around GPS tracking devices provided by the organiser and agreed to slightly adapt the current IOF rule on the subject.
“Some competitors may be required to carry a tracking device and/or GPS data logger supplied by the organiser.”
	TS to add wording to the rules

	h. BE to produce some common wording for inclusion of M/W95 for each of the relevant major event rules. – BE has completed and circulated. It is now in all competition rules.
	Closed

	i. Non-competitive results – The group discussed the different interpretations of being non-competitive and agreed to park this current issue
	

	j. Ranking point outliers: FA to contact Karen Vines about statistical review – Karen Vines at the OU thinks there may be an opportunity to look again at the ranking system from a statistical perspective and not just look at outliers. The group believed that this would be generally welcomed particularly looking at urban vs forest rankings. It was noted that there may be financial implications for BOF in implementing any new solution.
	FA to follow up with Karen Vines and copy in DM to progress

	k. Truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not) - AW to draft questions aimed at seeking views of elite competitors
· AW shared draft questions with DM who then proposed a more streamlined version.
· DM has written an article for CompassSport magazine which may also generate feedback/opinions
	AW to revise and circulate

	l. Spreadsheet to the sharepoint listing the sections of the rules. Each group member should add their initials against sections/topics they will review.
	ALL – still opportunities to add initials to rules review spreadsheet

	m. Competition rules - BE to prepare JK, all other British, and Area Championship Rules for publication – Written and ready to be published
	BE to send to Peter Brooke (copy AW) and ask for something regarding this to be put in the next BOF newsletter

	n. JROS Deeside Camp – AW to complete waiver and feedback to JROS - Completed
	Closed

	o. Paragraph numbering for appendices - TS to update the current version of the rules and distribute for review - Completed
	Closed

	Meeting
	

	2. Rule Change / Waiver Requests
	

	· None
	

	3. Discussion/approval of 2025 Competition Rule Changes
	

	· Discussed during review of actions. 
	

	4. Discussion/approval of Sprint/Urban guidelines merger (AL)
	

	· The group agreed to review and approve the changes at then next meeting
	

	5. Discussion/approval of ‘Finding the finish’ changes (DM)
	

	· The group discussed the proposed changes circulated by DM. Including the potential for mandating contactless finish control when contactless punching used in the rest of the course. There are safety aspects and the group also discussed the possibility of mandating just at Level A and B events as a first step.
[bookmark: _Toc154074377]The Finish (Main Rules)
Appendix A section 7 and Appendix B section 5 contain full details on how to apply these Rules.
The precise location of the finishing line or point must be clear to all competitors approaching it. The route to the Finish from the last control must be taped for the whole route unless the Finish or the Finish funnel is clearly visible from the last control. 
As a minimum the Finish should consist of one or more punch units, each with a control flag, preferably with a prominent Finish banner. Sufficient punching units should be used to cope with the likely frequency at which competitors will finish.
The finishing time must be measured when the competitor punches at the finish point or crosses the finishing line at events where there is no electronic punching system in use. Times should be rounded down to the completed second.
Where there is a mass start or chasing start, the order in which the competitors cross the finishing line will determine their position (or their team's position) in the results. Competitors should punch the finish control in the same order as they finish, so the times taken matches the position. If the event has mini mass starts, competitors in these starts are incorporated into the results using the timing system.
· The group discussed the definition of when a competitor is deemed to have finished the race and whether this is after punching the finish or whether this is once downloaded. If a competitor finishes then realises he/she has missed out a control and runs back onto the course to punch that control should this be allowed? What if he/she only realises after discussion with another competitor?
	DM to circulate draft produced during the meeting for comment and approval.

GN to draft wording for the definition of finishing.

	6. Peter Palmer Junior Relay – relax minimum number of boys requirement
	

	· An issue arose in the run up to the PP Relays where the rule 2.2. The race is run over six laps. Each team must have at least two laps run by boys and two laps run by girls.
· This is somewhat contradicted by main rules 6.3 M classes (Men’s) are open to all genders, but W classes (Women’s) are restricted to Females
· It was agreed that this requirement should be relaxed in the PP Relay rules
	BE to write the PP Relay organisers 2024 to see if they have any suggestions for other rule changes following this year’s event

	7. Vision implementation and ‘BOF Rules Review 2024’
	

	· AW shared an updated version of his powerpoint and the group discussed potential dates for publishing changes/updates to the main rules. The group also discussed how to communicate changes effectively and discussed the Event Official’s Webinar to be held in October. It was agreed that AW could present main rules changes and BE present competition rules changes
· Clarification is required on whether AW or TS will be holding master copy of the rules and who will be making changes.
	AW to update his presentation and circulate to the group

	· Date of next meeting Monday 28th October – 7.30pm
	






