


Rules Group Meeting 
16th December 2025
Attendees:
Alan Wallis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen, Terry Smith, Alan Leakey & David May
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· None
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW confirmed that Graham Louth has decided to step down from Rules Group due to other commitments. He has contacted Ruth Beale who is the Chair of the Performance Pathway Group to ask if any recently retired elite orienteers may be interested in joining Rules Group. She said she would contact Jonathan Crickmore to see if he would be interested otherwise she would think about some other possible candidates.
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	a. The minutes of the meeting on 03/11/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. RC-2025-06 Change from “Long Orange” to “Red” - AW to reply to HB to confirm that this change will be made in the rules for 2026 – AW confirmed that he has responded
	Closed

	b. W-2025-03-British Nights 2026 - AW to discuss the waiver with AR in light of the group’s discussion – AR has sent an updated proposal to be discussed later in the meeting
	Closed

	c. Draft Rules for 2026 - All to send comments following review of the draft rules to AW by 9/11/25- Completed and the draft rules published
	Closed

	d. BE to make the agreed amends to the Competition Rules – Some small errors were spotted by keen reviewers so these have been corrected by BE and revised versions will be distributed after tonight’s meeting. There was also a publishing error by BOF on the website which has now been corrected
	Closed

	e. AW to contact PB to suggest change to website regarding Badge Scheme – AW contacted PB about the Badge Scheme. The BOF website will contain the admin information regarding how to claim badges etc. whilst this has been removed from the competition rule which now just specifies the relevant competitions. 
	Closed

	f. AW to identify references to WRE rules in BOF rules – Following a discussion at the last meeting about whether an event could still has a British Champion via splits removal if the IOF result would be “void”, AW emailed the group after the last meeting and the following wording was agreed for the 2026 rules “If the event is a WRE, and IOF Rules mean that a class is voided from their perspective (so no IOF results or World Ranking points) then the problem(s) can be reconsidered under the above rules for domestic results.”
	Closed

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· W-2025-03-British Nights 2026 – A revised waiver was received from Alan Rosen which requested that the gap between seeds be reduced from 3 minutes to 2 minutes. The group discussed the waiver and agreed to approve for this year but feedback would be reviewed and results should be analysed with a tool such as Splitsbrowser to see if competitors caught each other up and ran together. The group also noted an out of date cross-reference in the BNOC Competition Rule and noted that all specific cross references in the Competition Rules should be removed in 2026.
	AW to feedback to AR regarding the waiver.

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· None 
	

	Juniors and urban events
	

	· The group discussed an interesting point raised by a member of BOK in terms of the accompaniment of juniors by adults on courses which cross roads and are not deemed suitable for juniors. This is widespread in activities, local and some regional urban events. The rules state (11.21) that an organiser must not accept a disclaimer from a parent or guardian in order to allow a junior under the age of 16 to compete where the courses have any routes that require competitors to cross roads with significant traffic. However, does the verbal commitment to accompany that junior count as a disclaimer? There should be further investigation of this issue to clarify the legal responsibilities of BOF and organisers.
	

	Draft Competition Rules 2026
	

	· BE presented a document summarising feedback following the British Sprints and Sprint Relays. The group discussed which elements warranted rule changes.
	BE to make the agreed amendments to the British Sprint and British Sprint Relay Competition Rules and to distribute to 2026 officials for feedback

	“Long List” of possible topics for rule changes in 2026
	

	·  The group discussed topics listed in a table produced by AW including topics deferred during 2025 and rated each as whether they are a rules issue or not, their priority and their difficulty. One of the key topics identified was the definition of event levels. AW asked for volunteers to lead on some of the larger topic areas.
	

	YBT – Resolving ties
	


	· The rules for resolving ties have been agreed and now form part of the YBT Competition Rule for 2026.
	

	AOB
	

	· None
	

	· Dates of next meetings – Tuesday 13th January 7.30pm & Monday 9th February 2026
	






