


Rules Group Meeting 
3rd November 2025
Attendees:
Alan Wallis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen, Terry Smith, Alan Leakey & David May
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· None
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW noted that the Major Events Webinars had taken place and that any significant questions raised following the presentations on the proposed rules changes were included in the agenda. 
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	a. The minutes of the meeting on 08/10/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. RC-2025-06 Change from “Long Orange” to “Red” - AW to reply to HB to confirm that this change will be made in the rules for 2026 – AW confirmed that he hadn’t yet responded to this Rule Change request
	AW to reply to HB to confirm that this change will be made in the rules for 2026

	b. AW to circulate both clean and tracked change versions of the draft 2026 rules to include all agreed changes – AW confirmed that he had done this.
	Closed

	c. BE to review clarity of the relay alliance rules in light of SM query and to discuss with TS
TS to reply to SM 
	Closed

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· W-2025-03-British Nights 2026 – The group discussed the proposed waiver of rule A3.11.1 (Entrants must be allowed a choice of early/middle/late start times…) submitted by Alan Rosen. The proposal was to start the highest ranked M&W21s after all other competitors had started so that spectators could watch their GPS traces on a big screen. The group liked the idea of what was intended but their main concern was that the waiver seemed to intend to start seeded/top competitors at 1 minute intervals which they didn’t believe would give sufficient spacing to avoid significant following. The rules state that seeding of the top runners must be done and that seeded competitors at a long distance event should be started at 3 minute intervals. The competition rule does not override the main rules in this regard. The group suggested that if separated by 3 minutes it would take 45 minutes to start 15 competitors so perhaps fewer competitors should be included in this tracked/seeded group. It was agreed that AW would go back to AR with the group’s thoughts to discuss the waiver.
	AW to discuss the waiver with AR in light of the group’s discussion

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· None 
	

	Draft Rules for 2026
	

	· AW had distributed the draft rules document for review by the group. There had been some lively email discussion around wording in 7.8 & 26.2 about control descriptions and crossing points. The group agreed to leave the wording as currently drafted. The group confirmed the change in the colour coded course table from “Long Orange” to “Red” following a waiver approval at the last meeting. It was agreed that all group members would send any comments following review of the draft rules to AW by 9/11/25
	All to send comments following review of the draft rules to AW by 9/11/25

	Draft Competition Rules 2026
	

	· BE had sent a few suggested changes following feedback and discussion at the Major Events Webinar 
· The group agreed proposed changes to the competition rules relating to relays including that alliances can be made on an event-by-event basis.
· Eligibility for the Junior Ad-hoc class at the JK Relay is clarified as M/W18 and under.
· The Badge Scheme has inconsistencies between the BOF web site and Rule N. The group agreed that the competition rule should be changed to say "See British Orienteering website” and that the BO website should say “See Competition Rule N for eligibility” until further changes can be made next year.
· Concerns over course lengths/winning times for W12s at the Major Events, along with Orange courses in general had been raised prior to the webinar. The requirements haven't changed for many years, but only now has it been raised as a problem and not at all the events. It was agreed that more research would be carried out next year to ascertain if/how much change is required.
· It is understood that officials for JK26 have now been identified and Jon Cross has agreed to distribute the relevant Competition Rules to them.
	BE to make the agreed amends to the Competition Rules


AW to contact PB to suggest change to website regarding Badge Scheme

	Feedback from major events webinars
	

	· The group discussed the issue of splits removal/course voiding for M/W21E and whether these courses can be simultaneously under IOF and BOF rules. Could an event still have a British Champion via splits removal if the IOF result would be “void”? DM proposed that the rules would be applied consecutively and not simultaneously so that even if the IOF rules voided the course then a British Champion could still be determined if splits removal was carried out under BOF rules. It was agreed that AW would search in the rules for references to where WRE rules to determine if any other clauses precluded this interpretation.
· The group discussed “Sporting Withdrawal” and agreed to defer discussion to a later date.
· Alistair Pedley’s query on whether mapping rule changes meant always strictly following ISOM/ISSprOM. AW clarified that the intention is to prevent “over-mapping” but there is always the need for some variations to the specifications to ensure readability. 
	AW to identify references to WRE rules in BOF rules

	IOF Interim Heat Policy
	


	· The group confirmed their view that any changes to the BOF rules would wait until final changes to IOF rules in this area had been confirmed
	

	AOB
	

	· The group discussed the process for publishing the rules for 2026 and agreed that they would be published in draft on the BOF website following review of the current draft by group members. This would make them available to BOF members should they wish to review them before next year.
	

	· Date of next meeting– Tuesday 16th December 7.30pm
	






