


Rules Group Meeting 
8th October 2025
Attendees:
Alan Wallis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen & Terry Smith
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· Alan Leakey & David May
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW reported that Peter Brooke had passed on an email which was suggesting that W12 courses at championships were too long and that the W12 course at the British Middle Champs (3.5km 75m) was longer than that at the British Long Champs (3.2km 125m). The group discussed the fact that junior class courses at championships are not based on winning times and that there isn’t as much difference between middle distance and long distance courses in these junior age classes. The group agreed to add this issue to the list of things to potentially be looked at in 2026.
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	a. The minutes of the meeting on 22/09/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. BE to propose revised wording for the issues identified/raised by Rule Change Request in Competition Rule L: Yvette Baker Trophy and Shield – AW to share his reply to Sarah Findlay’s RC request with Bea Waters. AW shared his reply with Bea Waters. Revision of the competition rule is deferred until feedback is received from others involved with the YBT. Heats do not start until May.
	Closed 



	b. BE to contact JK officials via Jon Cross (the weekend co-ordinator) 2026 – BOF office are still chasing names of officials for 2026. The rules for 2026 will be shared at the upcoming Major Events Conference.
	Closed

	c. AW to revise “Results options following a protest” document as discussed and circulate for review, AW to include this topic in his rules change review at the Major Events Webinar – AW circulated document and included on agenda. AW had also included topic in his Major Events Webinar presentation.
	Closed

	d. AW to review “Individual Issues” spreadsheet and categorise agreed changes into clarifications/simplifications and more fundamental changes which need documenting – AW added column to indicate significant changes and recirculated for tonight’s meeting.
	Closed

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· None
	

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· RC-2025-06 Change from “Long Orange” to “Red” – A Rule change request was received from Howard Blackman requesting the change of name for the long TD3 colour coded course in the rules. The group discussed the change and the argument that members of the Coaching Advisory Group felt that many Orienteering clubs consider the Long Orange to be only for youngsters and therefore adults from running groups appear not to be catered for. The group agreed to the change and noted that since the M21N and W21N classes were being removed then this would take the place as a colour coded option to offer instead. 
	AW to reply to HB to confirm that this change will be made in the rules for 2026

	Badge Scheme
	

	· The group discussed the options for the future of the Badge Scheme in the context of other BOF incentive schemes (Racing Challenge & Navigational Challenge) and the fact that no data can be found regarding the Badge Scheme by BOF. It is not advertised to members. The group were generally sceptical of the popularity of scheme in its current form and agreed that it should be discussed in the context of a review of event levels in 2026.
	

	Results options following a protest
	

	· The group reviewed the updated document by AW which is intended to summarise the decisions of the group regarding split removal/course truncation at level A events following August’s workshop session. They reviewed in detail the proposed new wording to be added to the rules and agreed some changes. A “Final” version was agreed which will be presented at the Major Events Webinar.
	

	Individual Issues
	

	· The group completed discussing and agreeing changes to rules listed in the individual issues spreadsheet.
	AW to circulate both clean and tracked change versions of the draft 2026 rules to include all agreed changes

	AOB
	


	· The group discussed communication from Sarah Mansel of SUFFOC regarding the relay alliances rules. The use of the terms “Elite”, “Premier” and other labels for the top classes at different events was highlighted as potentially confusing particularly as in some cases “Premier” also refers to all “L” classes and sometimes only “E” Elite classes. The relay competition rules have already been updated to remove references to the Relay League.
	BE to review clarity of the relay alliance rules in light of SM query and to discuss with TS
TS to reply to SM

	· Date of next meeting– Monday 3rd November 7.30pm
	






