


Rules Group Meeting 
9th September 2025
Attendees:
Alan Wallis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen, David May & Terry Smith
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· Alan Leakey
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· Alan Rosen has set dates of 21st and 28th October for the Autumn Major Events webinars. 
· BOF are thinking about adding a new gender identity field to the membership database to record both sex at birth and gender ID. This field would then flag to organisers if any competitors are non-competitive in any class they have entered.
· Communication received from Charles Daniel regarding consideration of the needs of Senior Veterans.
· Communication received from Nick Barrable & Steve McKinley feeding back on British Sprint Championships
· Communication received from Jon Embrey suggesting a relaxation of the eligibility criteria for British Relay Championships to include those from overseas who are enrolled at universities in the UK.
· Communication received from David Nichol who has sent a lengthy and detailed document suggesting changes to the rules
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	a. The minutes of the meeting on 5/08/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. AW to contact Andrew Evans to extend waiver to Hogmoor. – AW has contacted Andrew Evans confirming the extension of the waiver to include Hogmoor.
	Closed

	b. AW to contact Alan Rosen regarding inclusion of rules on shadowing at major events at Event Officials Webinars – AW contacted AR and was subsequently asked to talk on this topic at the webinar.
	Closed

	c. BE to propose revised wording for the issues identified/raised by Rule Change Request in Competition Rule L: Yvette Baker Trophy and Shield – BE said the conclusion of this could be carried forward to start of new competition year. AW confirmed that he had responded to Sarah Findlay who had raised the Rule Change request to say that the group would look at the rules with the aim of clarifying any ambiguity. 
	BE to propose new wording for YB Trophy rules later in the year.

	d. AW to follow up with Peter Brooke regarding ranking points for mass start/chasing start events– AW confirmed that he had contacted Peter Brooke who said that the event had not been registered as a mass start event and that is why ranking points had been awarded in this case.
	Closed

	e. BE to draft new wording for Elite Relay Alliances rules – The issues which arose before the BMSRCs were resolved in time for the event but the group need to agree revised wording of the rules in time for next year’s relay events. The Junior Alliances rules should now be adopted into each of the Relay competition rules to which they apply
	BE to draft proposal for incorporation of both relay alliance systems into the rules

	f. BE to contact major event officials with drafts of Competition Rules proposed for 2026 – BE contacted all major events officials apart from the JK officials as the Scottish Orienteering Association are yet to provide the names of officials to BOF.
	BE to contact JK officials via Jon Cross (the weekend co-ordinator)

	g. DM to research potential numbers on newly combined age class courses and to re-draft table as agreed at the meeting for review by the group – DM has completed this and it has been reviewed by the group
	Closed

	h. BE to review the competition rules and identify opportunities to reduce duplication of references to E&CC. – References removed from the Competition rules
	Closed

	i. AW to reply to Anna Chapman to confirm that the date does not apply to Junior Relay alliances
	Closed

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· W-2025-02 JK Relay 2026 embargo period – The group agreed to the waiver request
	AW to respond to Jon Cross regarding the approval of the waiver

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· RC-2025-05 Competition Rule L: Yvette Baker Trophy and Shield – Ties – The group discussed the need for resolving ties when there are no more than 5 competitors in any team. The rule change proposes that team positions will be determined by comparing the number of team scores of 100, and if those are also tied, comparing the number of team scores of 99, etc. until the teams are separated. It was agreed that TS should contact Bea Waters to ask as YBT co-ordinator whether the option of a tie on the basis of the initial points would be acceptable or if she would prefer to support the proposed change.
· RC-2025-04 Taped Routes for visually impaired runners – the proposal was to require organisers to place tapes at no more than 3m intervals on all taped routes. The group felt that while they are sympathetic to the request this was an unreasonable requirement on all organisers when only some events will have participants with visual impairments. It was suggested that those with this requirement should contact organisers individually to ask if taped routes will feature on the course to be entered and to make requests for such taping as appropriate. It may also be appropriate that the competitor should enquire about other potential hazards for those are visually impaired on entering the event.
	TS to contact Bea Waters to check that she supports the proposed rule change



AW to respond to the Rule Change request explaining the reason for the rejection of the proposal.

	Competition Rules update / feedback
	

	· BE confirmed he had sent the revised competition rules to all those officials for whom he had been given names and that he had not received communication of any issues. The revisions will be presented on the first day of the Major Events Conference 
	BE to circulate competition rules documents with highlighted revisions to Rule Group members

	BOC Long Course/Class combinations
	

	· The group are now happy with the combinations
· M21S has been omitted so will be added appropriately
	DM to add M21S to the BOC Long table

	Draft of re-written Seeding/selection/start times wording
	

	· AW had incorporated final amends from DM and it was agreed that the document would be approved for inclusion in the rules for 2026 subject to a final check regarding DM amends after the meeting.
	DM to carry out final check of document and report back to AW

	Individual Issues
	

	· The group made progress discussing and agreeing changes to rules listed in the individual issues spreadsheet.
	

	AOB
	


	· None
	

	· Date of next meeting– Monday 22nd September 7.30pm
	






