


Rules Group Meeting 
29th April 2025
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, David May, Terry Smith & Alan Leakey
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· Graham Nilsen
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW asked the group if anyone would be available to attend the EM Officials conference on 20th September near Nottingham. The group was asked to check their availability.
· AW had received correspondence on the following topics
a. YBT – poor wording leading to ambiguous rules raised by Roger Thetford. Issue resolved and will be corrected in 2026 competition rule update
b. Feedback from British Middles via Alan Rosen – to be combined with feedback from other major events to review competition rules for 2026
c. Complaints in advance of the event – discussed as part of individual issues section
d. The use of the words “gender” and “sex” in the rules
e. On going discussion of non-competitive vs non-eligible and where those labelled non-competitive should appear in the results. Discuss around what is possible in software used to process results. It was noted that all British Championships should be asking for a declaration of eligibility on the entry system.
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	· FA confirmed that all outstanding minutes had been resent to Alex Welch for publication on the website and that they are now available.
· AW asked that the minutes of the last meeting include just a summary of discussion regarding the Individual Issues spreadsheet as there was too much detail included previously.
· The minutes of the meeting on 24/03/25 were approved pending summarisation. 
	FA to summarise minutes of last meeting.

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. AW & DM to discuss and produce paper for group to discuss at next meeting on truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not) – AW & DM confirmed that their paper is now complete and has been circulated to the group for review. Discussed in agenda
	Closed

	b. AW to complete cut down version of article written for Controller newsletter for BOF newsletter & CompassSport regarding communications of 2025 rule changes – AW confirmed that he has sent a version to BOF for the newsletter. The group agreed that it would also be useful to ask for publication in CompassSport magazine to reach the largest audience.
	AW to pass to NB at CompassSport for publication

	c. DM to look at the usage of the word “seeding” in the rules – DM & AW have had further discussion, and a new document has been circulate to the group for review. Covered on agenda
	Closed

	d. AW to reply to D Rosen on the subject of his Rule Change submissions – FA forwarded rule change forms to AW. It was agreed that Sharepoint would just be used to store forms and would be accessed by those in the group who already have access.
	Closed

	e. DM to finalise his review of the “Poorly worded rules” document circulated by GL and add comments to document before passing to GN. Further circulation to the rest of the group. – BE sent the document to TS who has completed his comments. 
	AW to review and send GL Rules document to AL. 

	f. It was agreed that the group could benefit from inclusion on any circulation of summaries of IOF jury reports from DR in his IOF event advisor newsletters
	FA to ask for inclusion of group member on DR IOF event advisor newsletter

	g. FA to add discussion of proposal from MAG to amend/remove rule D2.3.6 “Where classes requiring different scales run the same course, the larger scale may be used for both classes.” to the agenda
	Closed

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· Rule Change Requests – no new requests
	

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· Rule Waiver Requests – no new requests
	

	Draft of re-written Seeding/selection/start times wording 
	

	· The aim of the exercise undertaken by AW and DM was to simplify the wording of the rules around these topics whilst not changing what was intended. DM proposed that comments on the circulated paper be made on a copy of the paper and sent by email to AW for collation. There were no objections in principle to changing the wording of these rules. There may be some policy decisions to be taken such as which ranking list should be used in different cases of seeding. TS added that the section should include guidance for organisers of events of Levels D, C and B on how start times should be allocated.
	ALL – review circulated document and feedback comments by 5th May

	Splits removal/truncating courses at Level A events
	

	· AW and DM have produced a discussion paper for this topic which has been circulated to the group. There are differing opinions on this topic including the potential for cheating if it becomes known that there is a problem with a certain control and a competitor believes they can leave it out and still complete their run. 
· TS suggested that the group should first agree what the aim of rules in this area are e.g. results at any cost or fairness above all. 
· The group discussed if all 3 options (voiding, splits removal, letting results stand) should be available to a jury
	ALL – review discussion document and send comments via email to AW by middle of May

	Proposal to amend/remove rule D2.3.6 “Where classes requiring different map scales run the same course, the larger scale may be used for both classes”
	

	· The group discussed issues such as the potential for cheating by taking a larger scale map of the same course at the start. The group discussed the likelihood of this happening and the start resources required to police this. There was discussion around whether despite different classes being allocated to the same course this need not be made explicit in the final details thus anyone cheating in this way would be unlikely to know and would be taking a chance by taking the map from a box labelled with a different class. 
· It was agreed that the issue may be best addressed through amending class/course tables in the competition rules
	BE to review potential to solve issue through changes to competition rules and the amount of change required

	Definition of “Mixed” in Mixed Ad hoc classes at relays
	

	· Issue raised by D Rosen in advance of 2025 British Relay Championships. The group agreed that the original intention of this label was that not all team members had to be from the same club and that it did not imply that a mix of men and women was required in the team.
· It was agreed that in the 2026 competition rules the classes would be referred to just as “Ad hoc” & “Junior Ad hoc” at the British Relays and “Ad hoc” at the JK Relay
· It was agreed that the rules are clear on the fact that for the British Championships for all classes (including Ad hoc classes), all team members must also meet the individual eligibility criteria.
	BE to amend appropriate competition rules

	Individual issues
	

	· The group spent time discussing more of the items listed on the individual issues list including the wording of rules in sections 11 and 12.

	



	5. AOB
	

	· Badge scheme – TS raised the fact there are issues with the BOF Badge scheme as there are different details in competition rule S to those details on the BOF website. TS said there was potential to use the Badge Scheme to highlight the difference between a level C regional event and a level B National event as there should be competition by age class at level B giving access to Badge Scheme awards.



· Shadowing – FA raised the issue of shadowing at the JK Sprint as the event was held in a city centre it was unlikely that parents were going to leave those in the M/W10 categories completely un-shadowed in this environment. FA suggested that there should be an improved definition of shadowing in the competition rules to ensure that there is a difference between shadowing for safe-guarding versus shadowing with assistance and that provision should be made for parents safe-guarding their juniors whilst trying to ensure fair competition.
	TS to contact BOF to discuss ongoing administration of the Badge Scheme
TS to circulate email thread with discussion so far for consideration by members of the group
FA to draft new wording for shadowing section of rules/competition rules

	· Date of next meeting Monday 2nd June  – 7.30pm
	






