


Rules Group Meeting 
5th August 2025
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen, David May & Terry Smith
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· Alan Leakey
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW reported that Andrew Evans had updated a previously approved waiver for JK 2027 embargo reduction (Bordon) to include an area also under consideration for the event (Hogmoor) which was used for a SN event in April this year. The group agreed to extend the waiver to Hogmoor as long as neither area is used for further events before JK27.
	AW to contact Andrew Evans to extend waiver to Hogmoor.


	Approval of the minutes
	

	a. The minutes of the meeting on 15/07/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. AW to invite Steve McKinley to contact Jon Cross and document the process and issues for future major event organisers – Done. Awaiting response from Jon Cross

	AW awaiting response from Jon Cross

	b. BE to insert new relay start time schedule into competition rules – Done
	Closed

	c. All to review current TSAR form and send any comments to TS -TS incorporated comments from the group and sent to Alan Rosen. It is intended to set up an email address for Chair of Event Officials Group, which will initially forward emails to Alan Rosen, or to TS if necessary.
	Closed

	d. All to indicate against each issue in the Individual Issues spreadsheet whether they agree or disagree with the proposed change and return responses to AW by 20/7/25– covered on the agenda

	Closed

	e. BE and DM to adjust BOC Long course/class table to include updated course length ratios based on new agreed EWTs and also to adjust table based on map scale alignment for M & W classes. Circulate to group next week for review– Discussed on agenda

	Closed

	f. TS to come up with a proposal for the future of the Badge Scheme – TS reported that in principle the Badge Scheme is still working although differences between the rules and the website information still exist. To move forward, a decision needs to be taken on the future of Area Championship inclusion (whether they will continue to be level B). TS has also contacted Howard Blackman who is investigating whether the process of contacting those who qualify for a badge can be automated. 
	Closed

	g. FA to draft new wording for shadowing section of rules/competition rules – FA reported that all the competition rules are consistent in not permitting shadowing on any competition course. She proposed that this rule should be given equal prominence with the eligibility rules in initial and final details at major events. AW proposed that this would be a good topic for the Event Officials Webinars planned for later in the year.
	AW to contact Alan Rosen regarding inclusion of rules on shadowing at major events at Event Officials Webinars

	h. BE to propose revised wording for the issues identified/raised by Rule Change Request in Competition Rule L: Yvette Baker Trophy and Shield – BE said this conclusion of this could be carried forward to start of new competition year. AW confirmed that he had responded to Sarah Findlay who had raised the Rule Change request to say that the group would look at the rules with the aim of clarifying any ambiguity. 
	BE to propose new wording for YB Trophy rules later in the year.

	i. AW to ask Peter Brooke if ranking point system could be updated to exclude mass start/chasing start events and to reply to Scott Collier to update on our discussion – AW confirmed that he had contacted Peter Brooke who said he will investigate the situation on this
	AW to follow up with PB regarding ranking points for mass/chasing start events

	j. AW to circulate re-written Seeding/selection/start times wording for final review and sign off – AW circulated for comment. Covered in agenda below
	Closed

	k. TS to relay the decision of the meeting regarding Elite Relay Alliances to Rudi Paul (STAG) who raised a request to form a relay alliance for BMSRs  - TS confirmed he had contacted Rudi Paul. The group discussed the need to finalise wording on both junior and elite alliances. Elite alliance rules reference a “top 10 finish UK Relay league” which the group agreed should be replaced by wording which would exclude members of clubs who have had teams which finished in the top 3 in the previous 3 years in Premier classes at the JK or British Relay Championships.
	BE to draft new wording for Elite Relay Alliances rules.

	l. ALL – to consider the topic of map collection and continue discussion via email – The group discussed whether the existing generic rules on fairness are sufficient in terms of map collection. They currently offer the organiser the freedom to decide on how and whether they collect maps. The group discussed the importance of map collection, particularly at relays, where maps are already routinely collected. The group also discussed how competitors can already use technology to gain advantage e.g. by looking at GPS routes and Google Streetview. The group agreed to leave the existing rules in place unless issues arose in the future.
	Closed

	Rule Change Requests
	

	m. None
	

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· None
	

	Draft of re-written Seeding/selection/start times wording 
	

	· The group spent time discussing the document updated following the previous meeting. The group discussed the need for a best practice guide for running a start a major event including the use of a late start lane with dedicated late start official. A few final changes were made to the document and then the group agreed that they were now happy with the changes.
	


	Competition Rules update / feedback
	

	· The group discussed the relay start order changes. The controller of a relay can change the order if required e.g. if it is felt that it is a risk to send young juniors out on the course before other orienteers. The benefit of sending them out first is that their runners are back before other classes so are visible to parents and spectators. The group agreed that the new start schedule should be included in the competition rules.
· BE told the group that BOF was in the process of compiling a list of 2026 major event officials. BE proposes to email draft copies of each of the Competition Rules to these officials to check that they are able to deliver any changes made in the rules this year.
· The group discussed proposed changes to the major event course/class tables which incorporate agreed changes to EWTs for older age classes. The issue of whether and how to ensure equivalent M/W age classes receive the same scale map was discussed. GN raised concerns that not to ensure equivalence was discriminatory. The group discussed whether the same course printed at different scales made the potential for cheating (taking a larger scale map than indicated for your age class) an unacceptable risk or too difficult to prevent. The technology, however, does exist to print maps of the same course at different scales with relative ease.
· The group discussed moving the M/W21L courses to be combined with their M/W35 & 40 age classes due to the low numbers, long winning times and the rules currently suggesting a course just for M21L. It was agreed that although this would reduce M/W21L from 80% to 70% of M/W21E length it was a good change.
· It was agreed that the “V” classes would be removed from the tables
	



BE to contact major event officials with drafts of Competition Rules proposed for 2026








DM to research potential numbers on newly combined age class courses and to re-draft table as agreed at the meeting for review by the group

	Individual Issues
	

	· The group made progress discussing and agreeing changes to rules listed in the individual issues spreadsheet.
	

	Split removal / truncating at Level A
	

	· To be discussed in full at the next meeting
	

	AOB
	


	· TS raised the issue of minimising rules relating to E&CC. 



· A question had been received from Anna Chapman regarding Junior Relay alliances and whether the declaration date of 31st January which currently applies to Elite Relay alliances also applies to Juniors. The group agreed that this is not the case and that the Sprint Relay website does make this clear.
	BE to review the competition rules and identify opportunities to reduce duplication of references to E&CC.
AW to reply to Anna Chapman to confirm that the date does not apply to Junior Relay alliances

	· Date of next meeting– Tuesday 19th August 7.30pm
· to discuss Splits Removal/Truncation of courses at Level A
· continuation of discussion regarding Individual Issues spreadsheet
	






