


Rules Group Meeting 
13th January 2025
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, David May, Terry Smith & Graham Nilsen
Apologies: 
Graham Louth & Alan Leakey
	Introduction
	ACTIONS

	The minutes of the meeting on 17/12/2024 were not approved as still outstanding.
	FA to complete minutes of meeting on 17/12/2024

	AW congratulated the group on the successful production of the new rules document in time for publication. It was live on the BOF website from 2/1/2025. AW also told the group that he has replied to all those who provided feedback on the rules as part of the December consultation.
	

	2. Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	No review of actions was possible due to a lack of minutes from the previous meeting for which FA apologised. Outstanding actions are copied from previous minutes here.
	

	a. All – review GL’s document on “Badly worded” rules for discussion at first meeting of next year & FA to add to agenda Feedback. - GL circulated a document to the group on 23/11.
	All – review GL’s document for discussion at next meeting
FA to add to agenda

	b. Truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not) - DM to circulate a more focussed draft of questions to the group with the aim of publishing by the end of the week.– DM circulated draft for comment and questionnaire was sent out. 
	FA - Add agenda item to discuss outcome

	c. AW to complete cut down version of article written for Controller newsletter for BOF newsletter & CompassSport regarding communications of 2025 rule changes
	AW - In progress

	d. DM to look at the usage of the word “seeding” in the rules – resulting from earlier discussion of the use of the word “seeding” in the rules and the proposal that the use of “start list” or “start order” as an alternative could improve clarity.
	DM to look at the usage of the word “seeding” in the rules

	3. Rule Change / Waiver Requests
	

	· Junior Club Relay Alliances
· The group debated whether to extend the waiver provision for alliances between clubs at the major relay competitions for juniors. Although no negative feedback has been received, it was suggested that feedback should be sought from those clubs who do not form alliances following 2025 JK Relays, BOC Relays and British Sprint Relays.
· Although actions by teams who leave out possible club juniors in favour of alliances is not in the spirit of the rule it is impossible to police. 
· The group agreed to roll over the granting of the waiver from 2024 to 2025 with the aim of possibly incorporating into the rules for 2026.
	BE to communicate the granting of the Junior Alliances waiver to JROS secretary and 2025 relay officials for cascade to Junior regional squads.

	· Map Scale 1:7,500 map for all age classes for JK25 Relay request
· Following a formal rejection of the submitted waiver the debate has been re-opened with the possible threat of officials’ resignations. 
· The group discussed the issues with age class sum classes including M/W Short classes C & D which can have older competitors.
· A new issue of non-regulation control circle size had come to light where the planner is proposing to use an overprint scaled for 1:10k maps on the 1:7500 map due to density of controls.
· DM raised the point that in the IOF rules for middle distance races which are World Ranking events and IOF event advisor can permit a 1:7500 scale map. Since the relay distances will be similar to those of a middle-distance event then this principle could be adopted here.
· MAG were unanimous in their call for a 1:10k map for at least classes A & B as Elite orienteers will face this scale at international competitions. However, the point raised above regarding IOF map scale rules calls this into question.
· The group discussed the issue at length including changes in technology allowing different map scale maps to be printed economically and that the overprint sizing was not part of the original waiver.
· It was agreed by the group that the waiver would be granted on the strict provision that this is without prejudice. Recent changes to the IOF rules on map scales has been taken into account and also special dispensation is due to the late decision on the area to the used and the challenges posed by the use of this small area.
· The group discussed ways to ensure officials understand why the rules are important and what can be done when officials do not/will not follow the rules. This might include thought pieces in the BOF newsletter/CompassSport magazine.
	AW to send an updated reply to the waiver form granting the waiver along with the agreed reasons.

All – include JK rule review in 2025 list of priorities

	4. Planning for 2025 Rules Group activity
	

	AW asked the group to provide opinions on how to structure efforts of the Rules Group for 2025.
· Working practices – as individuals, small groups/pairs or as a whole group?
· Prioritisation of proposals
· Structure of the rules document and the need for separation of guidance, guidance on interpretation of the rules and mandatory elements. 
It was agreed that AW would pull together a list of potential areas of improvement/issues for the group to prioritise and allocate for progression including outstanding feedback suggestions from the 2024 consultation.
	AW to pull together consolidated list of issues/areas of potential improvement for discussion, prioritisation and allocation at the next meeting

	Truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not) – following survey feedback the group will schedule discussion on this topic as part of their list of priorities for 2025
	

	5. AOB
	

	DM informed the group that he was still conscious of his outstanding action to review the use of the term “seeding” in the current rules and to make suggestions for clarification.
	

	AW will formally reply to David Rosen following his submission of 5 Rule Change forms earlier in 2024.
	AW to reply to D Rosen on the subject of his Rule Change submissions

	· Date of next meeting Monday 10th February – 7.30pm
	






