


Rules Group Meeting 
15th July 2025
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, Graham Nilsen, David May, Terry Smith & Alan Leakey 
	Apologies
	ACTIONS

	· None 
	

	Chair’s Update
	

	· AW reported that a newcomer to the sport had complained to the BOF office that at the events they had attended the map had no legend. Rule 15.8 states that the mapper is responsible for a legend being included although this happens less and less in practice. The group considered the inclusion of wording that if a legend is not included due to space restrictions that loose legends should be provided at the event for those who wanted them.
· AW reported that IOF advisor Steve McKinley had been in contact to comment on the fact that in his IOF role at JK Day 3 2025 he found that it was surprisingly difficult to complete a fair selection for M21E due to the complexities of aligning IOF and BOF rankings. The IOF rules do not adequately define how to combine BOF & IOF rankings at WREs to produce fair selection/seedings. It was noted that much of the expertise in UK is held by Jon Cross and that this has been highlighted as a potential risk. It was agreed that a clearer and more transparent process should be agreed and documented. Steve has also discussed the issue with Alan Rosen.
	



AW to invite Steve McKinley to contact Jon Cross and document the process and issues for future major event organisers.


	Approval of the minutes
	

	· The minutes of the meeting on 16/06/25 were approved. 
	

	 Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. AW to contact Nick Campbell (controller for 2026 Midlands Champs on Brown Clee) to suggest reassessment of mapping detail – AW went back to NC after meeting and the map has been produced professionally by Dave Peel. 

	Closed

	b. BE to contact Pippa Archer regarding on-going requirement for Elite alliances rule - This issue is discussed later in the agenda but PA is keen to keep elite alliances rule.

	Closed

	c. AW to contact Nick Barrable to communicate the group’s decision on Harvester Alliances – AW contacted NB before Harvester but his decision is currently unknown by the group.

	Closed

	d. All to review documents sent out by BE on Relay Start times, course/class table and major event feedback and send comments by end of June. – BE said that he hadn’t received much feedback but the group felt they were happy with the condensed Relay Start times proposal and that the mini-relay should stay as the first start so that the first finishers are not lost amongst the adults finishing. The course/class table is discussed later in the agenda.
	BE to insert new relay start time schedule into competition rules.

	e. TS to contact AR regarding on-going appointments of area assessment controllers. -TS has been working with Alan Rosen with a view to making the TSAR (Terrain Suitability Assessment Report) form available on the BOF website and to provide an alias email address to which completed forms should be sent. TS had invited the group to suggest any criteria that the felt should be modified or added.
	All to review current TSAR form and send any comments to TS

	f. AW to complete cut down version of article written for Controller newsletter for CompassSport regarding communications of 2025 rule changes – AW confirmed that he has sent a version to NB at CompassSport magazine to reach the largest audience.
	Closed

	g. AW to suggest rule changes based on each individual issue currently identified and circulate to the group and All to indicate against each issue in the spreadsheet whether they agree or disagree with the proposed change – AW circulated document and the group agreed to review the proposed changes. AW would like the reviews by Sunday 20th July so he has time to combine views by the next meeting.

	All to indicate against each issue in the spreadsheet whether they agree or disagree with the proposed change and return responses to AW by 20/7/25

	h. DM to draft table with new EWTs for older (M/W80+) age categories – DM said that it wasn’t easy to draft a new table until winning times were agreed by the group. The group reviewed the differences between EWTs for all age groups between BOF long and WMOC long rules. The BOF rules currently have significantly longer EWTs for all age groups W/M50+ and it was agreed that the BOF rules would move to EWTs of WMOC plus 5 minutes for all age groups W/M50+. The extra 5 minutes was agreed because running speeds of winning British orienteers are unlikely to be as fast as those winning WMOC. This will have the biggest impact on EWTs and course length ratios for M/W55 and 60 where EWTs will be reduced from 65 to 55 minutes and M/W80 & 85 where EWTs will be reduced from 60 to 50 minutes and also M/W90 from 60 to 45 minutes.
i. The group also discussed the need to ensure that men and women’s classes of the same age class are provided with the same scale map. It was agreed that IOF rules on which age groups should be provided with which scales should be followed and that where different scales are required for different age classes on the same course current technology allows for the same course to be printed at different scales.
PMN - IOF Rule 15.8 says that 1:10000 or 1:7500 should be used (except for M/W80+) but doesn’t define which classes get which scales.
The WMOC Manual has: “The map scale for the Forest Qualifier, Middle, and Long distance races must be 1:10 000 or 1:7 500, except for the classes M80 and W80 and older where (if approved by the IOF SEA) 1:5 000 may be used (IOF Rule 15.8, with effect from 1 January 2025). The Organisers and the IOF SEA will decide which scales will be used for each age class. Recent precedent suggests that using 1:7 500 for M/W50+ works well, keeping 1:10 000 for the younger classes.”
So there is no firm dividing line regarding which classes get which scales.
	BE and DM to adjust relevant tables to include updated course length ratios based on new agreed EWTs and also to adjust table based on map scale alignment for M & W classes. Circulate to group next week for review.

	j. ALL – review circulated selection/seeding/start times document and feedback – Covered on the agenda below
	

	k. ALL – review discussion document on Splits removal/truncating courses at Level A events and send comments via email. – The group agreed to schedule a specific meeting to discuss just this issue.
	Closed

	l. TS to continue resolution of issues with the Badge Scheme – TS has contacted BOF office and the Badge scheme is operational. Badges and certificates are still available but fewer than a dozen are requested each year. Part of the problem is that there aren’t really enough qualifying events especially since Area Champs are now level B. The best solution would be an automated process as already exists for the equivalent colour coded scheme. 
	TS to come up with a proposal for the future of the scheme.

	m. FA to draft new wording for shadowing section of rules/competition rules – Carried forward
	FA to draft new wording for shadowing section of rules/competition rules

	n. DM to draft proposal of wording for calculation of average points – Average of counting scores is now available on the BOF website. AW has included the fact that this measure should be used for seeding in his revised Selection, seeding & start time document.
	Closed

	Rule Change Requests
	

	· Rule Change Requests – 
· Competition Rule L: Yvette Baker Trophy and Shield - To clarify the meaning of rule 2.3.5 (two clubs tie for first place)
· The group discussed the proposed wording from Sarah Findlay (DFOK Junior Team Manager)
· The group identified the following to be drafted/considered:
· Revised wording for dealing with ties between any clubs in a Preliminary Round that qualify them to go forward to the finals
· Consideration of a need for clarification of clause 2.4.3 that deals with extra qualifying places
· Revision to 2.3.6 to deal with situations in the Finals where tied clubs don't have any more than the minimum number of scoring runners (9 for Trophy; 5 for Shield). The YBT Coordinator's suggestion is that in such circumstances, you compare the number of max scores of 100, and if those are also tied, to look at the number of scores of 99, etc
· Awarding of ranking points at chasing start and mass start events
Currently the rules state that ranking points are not awarded at events with these formats. The group discussed the fairness of awarding points in these events. IOF ranking points are currently awarded at Knock out sprint events. The BOF system currently doesn’t filter out these events from the ranking points system. The group decided to find out if it was possible and how much it would take for the ranking point system to be updated to exclude these events before a decision was taken.
	
BE to propose revised wording for the issues identified/raised by Rule Change Request and during the group discussion










AW to ask Peter Brooke if ranking point system could be updated to exclude mass start/chasing start events and to reply to Scott Collier to update on our discussion

	Rule Waiver Requests
	

	· Rule Waiver Requests – None
	

	Draft of re-written Seeding/selection/start times wording 
	

	· The group spent time discussing the updated document circulated on 8th July by AW. The group discussed and reviewed some more comments including:
· (Again) Whether level A events should use a “timed” or “punching” start for all competitors. The group agreed to return to this discussion at a later date.
· 24.8 – The actual time of start must also be recorded.
· The group made other minor amendments to the document during the discussion
	AW to circulate for final review and sign off.





	Individual Issues 
	

	· AW circulated document for group members to review (See Review of actions from previous meeting (g))
	

	Competition Rules update / feedback
	

	· See Review of actions from previous meeting (d)
	

	Split removal / truncating at Level A
	

	· See Review of actions from previous meeting (k)
	

	AOB
	


	· Elite Relay Alliances
· The group discussed a request received from clubs wishing to form an alliance under the rules which allow this for elites. However, the rules state that applications for alliances should be received by 31/1 in the year they wish to form the alliance. After a discussion the group agreed that the request had be received too late to make it fair for all other clubs to consider forming alliances even if publicised now and that the request should be denied. However, the group agreed that the rules could potentially be amended in the future.
· Mandating map collection
· The group had a brief discussion following email discussion about whether the rules are currently sufficient on this topic. There are rules surrounding ensuring fairness but could be strengthened to ensure this includes map collection at level A.
	TS to relay the decision of the meeting to Rudi Paul (STAG) who raised the request.





ALL – to consider this topic and continue discussion via email

	· [bookmark: _Hlk201142950]Date of next meeting - Tuesday 5th August 7.30pm
· Date of special meeting to discuss Splits Removal/Truncation of courses at Level A – Tuesday 19th August 7.30pm
	






