


Rules Group Meeting 
24th March 2025
Attendees:
Alan Willis, Freya Askham, Barry Elkington, David May, Terry Smith & Graham Nilsen
Apologies: 
Graham Louth & Alan Leakey
	Chair’s Update
	ACTIONS

	· AW reminded the group that Peter Brooke has now formally been appointed BOF CEO replacing Peter Hart
· Following an email from Nick Barrable the group agreed by email to an extension to the Harvester Trophy Age class table to split out age classes over M/W65. The new handicap table in Competition Rule K, 2.3.1 has become "65/70/75/80+" allocating handicaps of 3/2/1/0 for M and 0/-1/-2/-3 for W. 
· The group also agreed via email to correct a minor error in the JK Sprint Competition Rule where the M45 class appeared twice and no M40 class was included. Table 5.2, row 3, should have M40, not M45. (M45 already appears in row 4). 
· AW confirmed that the missing W75S class at the JK has now been rectified
· AW updated the group on discussions held to clarify an enquiry regarding confusion over the difference between “non-eligible” and “non-competitive” at major events. 
· DM updated the group that AW & DM have been included on emails discussing Neil Crickmore’s upcoming article on map scales and circle sizes for CompassSport magazine. This issue is included on the group’s “Individual items” list to tackle over the next few meetings.
	

	Approval of the minutes
	

	· FA confirmed that all outstanding minutes had been resent to PB for publication on the website but that they hadn’t appeared yet. TS said that it would be better to send the minutes to Alex Welch for publication and that he would pass on her email address to FA.
· TS asked that a sentence be added to section 2d of the previous minutes to include his comment that in the review of the rules on seeding that guidance be included for allocation of start times for events at levels B & C.
· The minutes of the meeting on 10/02/25 were approved.
	FA to send minutes to Alex Welch for publication on the BOF website

	2. Review of actions from previous meeting:
	

	a. FA to chase up/send minutes for publication. This action is now covered by action above.
	

	b. AW to issue formal approval of the JK Relay waiver – AW confirmed that he wrote back to the JK Relay Controller and Ian Cooper who raised the waiver to confirm the group’s formal approval of the waiver but that this should not be read as setting a precedent for future JK relay events. TS informed the group that he had received feedback from a “top elite” expressing disappointment that the opinions expressed by MAG had not been given, in his view, sufficient weight in the decision. AW expressed his sympathy for this view.
	Closed

	c. FA/AW to add to list of topics to be revisited
a. A review of map scales to be used at JK Relay events 
b. The rules regarding controllers and what sanctions/powers were available to them
c. Amend/remove rule D2.3.6 “Where classes requiring different scales run the same course, the larger scale may be used for both classes.”
d. Map advisor rules should be reviewed in the light of the fact that most areas are currently “armchair” reviewed and approved.
e. Area championships and requirements of different event levels - review event levels in light of modern advances in event quality (e.g. overprinted maps at all levels) and how events are perceived by competitors. 
	Closed

	d. AW & DM to discuss and produce paper for group to discuss at next meeting on truncating courses at level A (Misplaced controls to void or not) – AW & DM confirmed that their paper is nearly complete and will be circulated within a week for the group to review.
	AW & DM to complete paper for group to review

	e. AW to complete cut down version of article written for Controller newsletter for BOF newsletter & CompassSport regarding communications of 2025 rule changes – AW confirmed that he has sent a version to BOF for the newsletter. The group agreed that it would also be useful to ask for publication in CompassSport magazine to reach the largest audience.
	AW to pass to NB at CompassSport for publication

	f. DM to look at the usage of the word “seeding” in the rules – DM & AW have had further discussion, and a new document is close to being ready to circulate to the group for review
	DM & AW to complete discussion document & circulate to the group for review

	g. AW to reply to D Rosen on the subject of his Rule Change submissions – Both FA and AW have still been struggling to access Sharepoint where the Rule Change Request and waiver forms are stored. FA now has access again but AW does not. All previous actions on this subject carried forward
	FA to send rule change forms with allocated codes to AW
AW to follow up access permissions for sharepoint
AW & FA to review proposed structure for sharepoint folders sent by TS

	h. AW to divide up individual issues and circulate to pairs as agreed & All to review allocated issues and provide feedback within the spreadsheet for easy amalgamation by 1/3/25 – These actions were completed. Discussion of this document provides the main body of this meeting.
	Closed

	i. DM to finalise his review of the “Poorly worded rules” document circulated by GL and add comments to document before passing to GN. Further circulation to the rest of the group. – DM passed document to GL. Comments are now complete by DM, GL, FA & BE. Document stalled with AL who currently has other commitments so BE to send to TS next.
	BE to send GL Rules document to TS (AW & AL to follow)

	j. It was noted that David Rosen collects and reviews all IOF jury reports and distributes summaries. – The group discussed the recent feedback collection by AR from competitors at major events and agreed that this could be a good source of information for the group if feedback concerned the rules. It was agreed that the group could benefit from inclusion on any circulation of summaries of IOF jury reports from DR in his IOF event advisor newsletters
	FA to ask for inclusion of group member on DR IOF event advisor newsletter

	3. Rule Change / Waiver Requests
	

	· Rule Change Request – Change EWT for 18/20 courses at JK and British Middle from 20-25 to 25-30 minutes
· Request was submitted by the Performance Pathway Steering Group. It was noted that the original change to 20-25 mins also came from this group to bring it in-line with JWOC WTs. 
· The group agreed that the justification and supporting evidence for the change was sound and that they were happy to support the Rule Change for implementation in 2026. 
· The group discussed new course/class alignments for BMDC agreeing that sufficient courses were available. Pending confirmation it was agreed that the M18/20s would move to course 5 with M55 and W18/20s would move to course 9. (Post meeting note: The JK already has separate courses for M18/20 & W18/20 so only the course length ratio needs adjusting here)
	

	4. Individual Rules issue review
	

	· The group began discussing the issues listed in the individual issues spreadsheet compiled by AW. There was also a discussion on the structure of the first 2 sections of the rules with the potential to label section 2 – Definitions since the rules are specific in being only for “Rules of Foot Orienteering” now.
· The group agreed to remove 1.2.2 – 1.2.4 which give definitions of other orienteering disciplines and just to list the disciplines in 1.2
	



	5. AOB
	

	TS  has had feedback from MAG on the proposal to amend/remove rule D2.3.6 “Where classes requiring different scales run the same course, the larger scale may be used for both classes.” They support this since it is now very easy to print the same course at 2 different scales and therefore helps stops the creep towards ever larger map scales. This is currently row 57 in the individual issues spreadsheet
	FA to add to agenda for discussion at the next meeting

	· Date of next meeting Tuesday 29th April – 7.30pm
	








