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	General Considerations for advance cancellation / delaying of event
· Consider whether delaying or bringing forward event would allow risk to be avoided – note specific risks section below and assume the default position is to cancel.
· Effect on event safety in terms of damage to infrastructure (buildings, mobile phone network, power network, clean water and sewage services)
· Risks associated with access to/from the event (road closures, dangerous driving conditions)
· Cancel as early as possible. If there is sufficient information in the days before the event, cancel then
Considerations for event curtailment / abandonment
As above list plus
· Ability of participants to get home safely
· Ability to carry out emergency procedures such as searching safely for missing competitors and how do you let those already running know the event is cancelled?
· Effect on event safety in terms of damage to infrastructure (mobile phone network, power network)
If continuing with event, consider what additional mitigations are needed and how these will be communicated to participants where appropriate - note specific risks section below

	Sources of Information for high winds
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/warnings 
http://www.highways.gov.uk/traffic-information/
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/specialist-forecasts/mountain 

	Specific considerations for high winds in addition to the generic ones above:
Met Office warning level - red is likely to mean event cancellation; for yellow / amber consider the following in the light of local knowledge about the terrain and likely conditions:
· Dangerous road conditions for travel to and from the event.
· Difficulty getting emergency services to the event e.g. if due to fallen trees.
· Possibility that an air ambulance helicopter may be unable to fly in the conditions.
· Possibility of coastal flooding driven by storm force winds.
· Danger from falling trees / flying debris in the parking / assembly areas.
· Ability to safely erect and firmly anchor tents, equipment, portaloos, banners. 
· Danger from falling trees / flying debris in the event area (note this also applies for urban events where flying debris might include dislodged roof tiles).
· Likelihood of competitors losing their maps.
· Could the event be run safely if starts delayed or brought forward? (noting need for enough daylight hours to potentially mount a search for a missing competitor).
· Is it appropriate to make certain clothing / equipment items mandatory? (e.g. hooded waterproof coats to counter the wind chill effect – see also guidance on extreme cold).

Specific considerations for trees and high winds:
· Location: The biggest risk is likely to be where people are stationary i.e. parking area, start location and SI tent. Don’t site them under large trees or trees with dead looking branches or large bracts of fungus.
· Location: Exposed areas and ridges present a higher risk.
· Tree types: The higher risk trees are Beech and Ash which can drop heavy limbs. Oak tend to be more susceptible in Summer. Pine trees are shallow rooted - so look for any that could be unstable. 
· Time of year: Trees in full leaf present a greater risk so an early autumn event might need to be cancelled where a winter one would not be.
· Saturation of ground: The risk of falling trees is greater if the ground is already saturated.
· Direction of wind: The risk is reduced if the wind will encounter higher ground before reaching the area.

One helpful benchmark is that The National Trust close their woodlands, parklands and estates when the wind gusts exceed 40-45 mph. Even below this, the considerations above may mean that an event needs to be cancelled.


	Potential risk mitigations which may be needed if continuing with the event:
If continuing with event, consider what additional mitigations are needed and how these will be communicated to participants where appropriate
· Moving event start times to avoid the times of day with the most severe weather forecast.
· Use of cars/campervans rather than tents for assembly / download / enquiries.
· Ensuring event volunteers are safely positioned / appropriately clothed.
· Mandatory wind proof jackets (and any other equipment dictated by wind chill – see also guidance on extreme cold).
· Mandatory whistles / phones / trackers to allow help to be summoned in a timely fashion and to reduce risk to event volunteers who might be involved in any search.
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