Trail Orienteering Steering Group Meeting
Virtual Meeting on Zoom, 8 September 2023
1   	Present
Richard Keighley SWOA, Iain Philips EAOA, John Kewley NWOA, Graham Urquhart (chair) , Liz Urquhart (Team Manager), Christine Roberts YHOA, , Tom Dobra TVOC, Wilbert Hollinger NIOA, David Jukes (Publicity), Colin Duckworth SCOA, Clive Allen (IOF Liaison)
2  	Chairman's introduction and opening remarks 
2-1   	None
3  Conflicts of interest declaration              	
3-1   	None
4  Apologies
4-1   	Apologies were received from, Scott Collier (British Orienteering) and Ian Ditchfield SEOA, Nick Barrable Co-opted, Charles Bromley Gardner BAOC, Anne Hickling SOA
5   	Minutes of previous meeting (21 April 2022) and Matters arising
5-1   	None
6   	Review priority items for this meeting’s agenda       
6-1   	It was agreed to follow the published agenda.
7  International Selection Policy 2024.
7-1  GU reported that both Wilbert Hollinger and Clive Allen had agreed to continue as Selection advisers for 2024 and the committee welcomed and greed to this. Thanks to both of them.
7-2  A draft policy had been previously circulated for comments from the Steering Group and the Selectors, and updated with these comments. 
7-3  The event list for 2024 was agreed, as these events have all passed. After a discussion on the need to guide athletes early enough as to the sort of events to prioritise and to help support their selection, it was decided that separate and less formal guidance could be provided on the British Orienteering web site under TrailO, and signposted using the Newsletter. This could also identify events that would provide the best experience for future competitions, for example any pre-event for WTOC 2025, in time for these to be entered. To be useful this would need to be published by January 2024. This may allow the removal of year specific event references from the selection policy in future years.
7-4  GU to re-word the event lists with respect to Britol events. 
8  Action updates
8-1  Actions from the 24th July  2023 were all completed or are repeated below
9  Any other business 
9-1  CR raised an issue with the White Rose event for advice. While there had been no complaints or protests, an issue arose with the timing that meant that many competitors did not have reliable times for the ‘timed section’. It was agreed that this should be treated like a voided timed control and the whole section voided; the answers made on the section which would have been part of the time calculation should also be ignored as the strategy of the competitors will have been based on the published rules. As a result, there will be a number of ties in the results, but this is not an issue for the Britol scoring.
9-2  It was suggested that David Rosen should be approached by JK to see if the issues at the White Rose have been seen before and should perhaps be reported to SI. 2 units failed to operate for some periods, and then started working again. There was a significant electrical storm at the time of the issue.
9-3  JK reported initial thoughts on JK 2025 planning.
9-4  JK reminded the group that the initial deadline for WRE applications for 2024 was 31 September
9-5  JK has not yet had any questions relating to TrailO for the revised IOF fair play questionnaire. These are likely to be needed for WTOC 2025 Athletes Licenses, but not for ETOC 2024.
9-6  In the light of discussions relating to the Sprint format on social media, JK would welcome any comments on the JK 2023 timed section, particularly from a P-class perspective.
9-7  The chair was asked to revise the attendance to align with the membership attribution on the BO web site, rather than the members clubs.
10  Date of Next meeting
10-1  . GU to arrange the next meeting in a similar 90 minute time slot in about 8 weeks, once again at 19:30. 
11  	Actions from previous meeting and action list
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