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Why UsynligO for BOK?

• We already had extensive catalogue of 
high quality urban maps

• We wanted to progress quickly – as we 
had no existing VOCs

• We wanted to use our existing 
mapping and planning tools (OCAD 
/Condes / Purple Pen) – and minimise
our learning curve

• We wanted to have multiple people 
being able to plan and contribute 
courses (including eager juniors!)

• We wanted something simple for our 
members to run with and support 
training on our existing POCs and 
other mapped areas

• We could see that the Scandinavians 
had used it in the forest – so want to 
give it a go ☺

• We are still open to experimenting 
with other technologies and can see a 
case for both UsynligO and MapRun



Using 
UsynligO
as an 
orienteer

Orienteer Orienteer – and then get your results when you 
finish

Select 
Course

Go to where you want to run – select the course

Print Map Go to UsynligO.no website and print your map

Download Go to the app store and download the app



Using UsynligO as an orienteer

• Simple interface – not as many 
features as MapRun

• Geo aware for selecting the map 
you want to run (you don’t need to 
understand a folder structure of 
clubs)

• Can be used as a way of 
distributing high quality PDF maps 
for home printing for those that 
don’t want to use a smart phone

• Only starts when you click start

• Finishes when you complete the 
course or stop the app

• Supports both line and score 
courses

• Provides links to google to help 
people get to the start of a course

• A single link can be used to list all 
of BOKs events



Using UsynligO as an 
orienteer



Using 
UsynligO as a 
course 
planner

Upload Upload your maps and courses to UsynligO

Export Export the PDF maps and a single XML file 
from Purple Pen

Plan Plan your courses in Purple Pen

Map Make sure your map is properly geo-located in 
OCAD



Using UsynligO as a course planner

• Use existing OCAD maps – only need to 
check geo location is accurate (more on 
this later…)

• Purple pen is free and easy to use for 
course planning – and score and line 
courses can be in the same file

• Multiple planners can upload courses – no 
administrative bottleneck – just use the 
same categories when uploading

• Not just urban maps in UsynligO – the 
Scandinavians use it extensively for forest 
maps

• No size limit on files (as long as using 
proper OCAD base maps) – and high 
quality printable PDFs are easily uploaded

• XML export from Purple Pen needs to be in 
v3.0

• All files stored on Googles application 
platform – so high availability and resilience

• Think carefully about control location –
deep gullies or depressions can confuse 
GPS easily – however in testing we have 
found that map accuracy is the biggest 
issue for whether a control registers



Using 
UsynligO as a 
course 
planner



Considerations for mapping and planning

• Using OCAD maps can have copyright 
issues – BOK have chosen to think carefully 
about the underlying data used for each 
map – and only used maps that have a 
provenance that can be attributed to open 
source government data i.e. OS Openstack
and Environment Agency Lidar Data

• We have only used this approach for free 
POC/VOC maps where we make no 
commercial gain

• Normal risk assessment of courses still 
stands – even if this is classed as personal 
training!

• Maps that are not created from scratch 
using Lidar data can have inherent geo 
reference anomalies across an area –
leading to features being up to 30 meters 
away from the real world geo location

• Maps must be referenced to British 
National Grid in OCAD – and the correct 
Magnetic North (this is difficult in older 
versions of OCAD)

• Urban maps are easier to geo locate using 
OCAD google map import features

• Forest maps can be much more 
problematic….



Thanks
Get started at:
https://usynligo.no/ and 
https://www.bristolorienteering.org.uk/virtual-orienteering-courses
https://www.mitchellmaps.co.uk/ocad/how-tos/georeferencing-existing-orienteering-maps

https://usynligo.no/
https://www.bristolorienteering.org.uk/virtual-orienteering-courses
https://www.mitchellmaps.co.uk/ocad/how-tos/georeferencing-existing-orienteering-maps

